
MINUTES OF MEETING 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

SPRINGFIELD TOWNSHIP 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of Springfield Township met in regular monthly 
meeting on Wednesday, May 12, 2010 at 8:00 PM in the Springfield Township building for 
the purpose of transacting the general business of the Township.  All members of the Board 
were present.  Mr. Harbison presided. 
 
 Mr. Harbison asked for a moment of silence to honor those service men and women 
who have placed themselves in harm’s way in order to help preserve our safety. 
 
 Mr. Harbison led the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
 Bart O’Connor, 2015 Cedar Lane, indicated that he lives on the cul-de-sac of Cedar 
Lane directly adjacent to the Yost subdivision of East Mill Road.  Mr. O’Connor expressed 
his concern for the possible installation of a driveway from the Yost subdivision to the Cedar 
Lane cul-de-sac, and the use of that driveway.  He also wanted to know whether the Yosts 
have access to the Cedar Lane cul-de-sac given his property and other adjoining properties 
located on the cul-de-sac.    Mr. Gillies asked if the Board of Commissioners was to grant 
waivers to provisions of the Township Code related to the subdivision plan, can conditions 
be placed on those waivers.  Mr. Kilkenny suggested that if the Board of Commissioners is 
concerned with certain aspects of the plan, those concerns should be negotiated with the 
applicant.   Mr. O’Connor also expressed his disappointment that not all the neighbors in the 
area received notice of the proposed subdivision. 
 
 Cathy Murphy, 2106 Carolton Way, asked that she be included on any future notices 
related to the Yost subdivision. 
 
 Frank Congdon, 2019 Cedar Lane, noted is concern with any future use of the right of 
way on Cedar Lane as it may relate to access through the Yost subdivision.  
 
 Rod Haines, 2014 Cedar Lane, questioned the ownership of the land surrounding the 
cul-de-sac.  Mr. Haines asked about access to the Yost property from the Cedar Lane cul-de-
sac, and future uses of the Yost driveway.   
 

Mr. Harbison, Chairman of Internal Affairs and Environmental Resources 
Committee, reported: 
 

Motion (Gillies-Schaum) carried unanimously dispensing with the reading of the 
minutes of the previous meeting as written and recorded in the official Minute Book 
of the Township.  

 
Motion (Harbison-Schaum) carried unanimously to approve the April check 
reconciliation in the amount of $704,203.39 and the May bill listing in the amount of 
$1,005,167.18. 



 
 
 Mr. Harbison announced that during the month of April, Springfield Township 
residents recycled 204.3 tons of materials with a householder participation rate of 70.9%.  
The net cost for the month was $4,755.51. 
 

Motion (Harbison-Daily) carried unanimously to accept the terms of a general 
obligation loan from Citizens Bank dated April 30, 2010 and authorize an 
advertisement of the Board’s intention to enact an ordinance at the June 9, 2010 
meeting of the Board of Commissioners.  The ordinance will increase the 
indebtedness of Springfield Township through the issuance of a general obligation 
loan in the amount of $550,000 for the construction of stormwater improvement 
facilities in the 300 block of Oreland Mill Road.  The term of the loan is ten years at a 
rate of 3.9%, and the banking institution is Citizens Bank.   

 
Motion (Harbison-Heller) carried unanimously to adopt Resolution No. 1228 
endorsing the 2010 amendments to the Articles of Agreement of the Montgomery 
County Consortium of Communities.  The Consortium is a voluntary organization of 
Montgomery County local governments cooperating with each other to resolve 
common problems, create model policies and address common challenges. 

 
 Mr. Harbison acknowledged receipt of emails from both Joy Bergey and Tarek Selim, 
members of the Springfield Township Environmental Advisory Commission, suggesting they 
will not seek reappointment to the Commission at the end of their terms of service in June.   
Both Ms. Bergey and Mr. Selim found their experiences rewarding and appreciated the 
opportunity to serve the Springfield Township community.  Mr. Harbison thanked Ms. 
Bergey and Mr. Selim for their contributions to the Environmental Advisory Commission 
and the Springfield community. 
 
 Mr. Schaum, Chairman of Public Safety Committee, reported: 
 

Motion (Schaum-Gillies) carried unanimously to waive the provisions of the 
Springfield Township Fire Prevention Code, Section 3301.1 (12) in order to grant 
permission to the Wyndmoor Hose Company to host a fireworks display at Veterans 
Park on June 12, 2010.  The waiver was granted conditioned upon both the 
Wyndmoor Hose Company and their pyrotechnic professional adding Springfield 
Township as an additional insured on their certificates of insurance for the event, and 
that both organizations work closely with the Township Fire Marshal while planning 
the event. 

 
 Mr. Schaum announced that the Insurance Services office recently released their 
public protection classification survey in which Springfield Township received a rating of 
“3”, which is an improvement from the current rating of “4”.  The PPC survey rates fire 
communications, fire departments and water supply, which have a direct effect on 
homeowners and business property insurance rates.  Residents were encouraged to contact 
their insurance companies to be assured their policies reflect the new PPC rating.  Mr. 



Schaum thanked the three fire companies, Montgomery County Emergency 
Communications, and Aqua PA for their efforts to maintain and improve their contributions 
to fire protection in Springfield Township.  
 
 Mr. Gillies, Chairman of Library Committee, reported: 
 
 Mr. Gillies announced that after ten years of service, Carrie Ogorek has tendered her 
resignation as a member of the Springfield Township Library Advisory Committee.  Ms. 
Ogorek stated she enjoyed serving on the committee especially during the time the Library 
became more of a community center to serve the interests of Springfield Township residents. 
 
 Mr. Standish, Chairman of Public Works and Facilities Committee, reported: 
 

Motion (Standish-Schaum) carried unanimously to authorize the execution of an 
agreement with Constellation New Energy Inc. for Constellation to purchase electric 
generation service for the years 2011 through 2014.  Mr. Standish explained the 
effects the electric deregulation will have on municipalities.  Mr. Standish further 
explained Springfield Township’s participation in a State-wide program to purchase 
electric generation services.  

 
Motion (Standish-Heller) carried unanimously to enter into a lease agreement with 
the Springfield Township Historical Society for the Society to lease office space 
within the Black Horse Inn.  The term of the lease is one year, leasing approximately 
555 sq. ft. on the first floor, with the rent will be one-half of all monies collected in 
connection with a fundraising schedule to be established by the Society, net all costs 
and expenses incurred by the Society in connection with the fundraiser. 

 
Motion (Standish-Gillies) carried unanimously to adopt Resolution No. 1229, a 
resolution accepting the deeds of dedication for roadway right of way on both Ridge 
Pike and Northwestern Avenue from HCRI Pennsylvania Properties Inc., owners of 
9209 Ridge Pike. 

 
Motion (Standish-Peirce) carried unanimously adopting Resolution No. 1230, a 
resolution offering the deeds of dedication to the Montgomery County Board of 
Commissioners for roadway right of way along Ridge Pike, the same right of way 
along Ridge Pike that was dedicated to Springfield Township by HCRI Pennsylvania 
Properties Inc., owners of 9209 Ridge Pike.  

 
Motion (Standish-Heller) carried unanimously to reappoint Steve Steinbrook, Diane 
Drinker and Baird Standish to new three year terms of service as members of the 
Springfield Township Open Space Planning Committee.  The new terms of service 
shall expire May 12, 2013. 

 
 Ms. Peirce, Chairwoman of Communications and Cultural Resources Committee, 
reported: 
 



 
Motion (Peirce-Schaum) carried unanimously to grant permission to the A. V. Savage 
American Legion Post to serve beer on Township property in conjunction with the 
Memorial Day Community Celebration, subject to the condition that the Legion Post 
hire a special police detail for the Community Day event and place Springfield 
Township as an additional insured on their insurance rider for the event. 

 
Motion (Peirce-Gillies) carried unanimously to reappoint Gloria Thompson to a new 
three year term of service as a member of the Springfield Township Park and 
Recreation Advisory Committee.  The new term of service shall expire May 12, 2013. 

 
 Ms. Peirce announced that Michael Lawrence, who was also scheduled for a possible 
reappointment, indicated that he was no longer interested in serving on the Advisory 
Committee due to a possible change in his employment.  Ms. Peirce thanked Mr. Lawrence 
for his service to the Park and Recreation Advisory Committee.   
 
 Mr. Dailey, Chairman of Zoning Committee, reported: 
 
 Mr. Dailey announced that, while he had hoped the developer of the Flourtown 
Shopping Center would have reached out to area neighbors, the Township would be reaching 
out to explain the land development proposal for the Flourtown Shopping Center.  
 
 Mr. Dailey announced that the Zoning Hearing Board would next meet on Monday, 
May 17, 2010 at 7:00 PM in the Springfield Township Building.  Mr. Dailey summarized the 
Zoning Hearing Board agenda.  
 
 Mr. Heller, Chairman of Community Development Committee, had no report. 
 
 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:40 PM. 
 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       Donald E. Berger, Jr. 
       Secretary 
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