
MINUTES OF MEETING 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

SPRINGFIELD TOWNSHIP 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of Springfield Township met in regular monthly 
meeting on Wednesday evening, February 9, 2011 at 8:00 PM in the Springfield 
Township Building for the purpose of transacting the general business of the Township.  
All members of the Board were present, with the exception of Mr. Dailey.  Mr. Harbison 
presided.  
 
 Mr. Harbison asked everyone to join the Board of Commissioners in a moment of 
silence honoring the service men and women who have placed themselves in harm’s way 
in order to help preserve our safety. 
 
 Mr. Harbison led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Motion (Schaum-Gillies) carried unanimously dispensing with the reading of the 
minutes of the previous meeting and approving same as written and recorded in 
the official minute book of the Township.   

 
 Mr. Harbison announced that the Board of Commissioners held an executive 
session meeting on Monday, February 7, 2011, in conjunction with the workshop 
meeting.  The Board discussed a matter of potential litigation with the Township 
Solicitor. 
 
 Francis Flynn, 313 Oreland Mill Road, addressed the Board of Commissioners 
and thanked them for the flood prevention work recently completed in the 300 block of 
Oreland Mill Road.  Mr. Flynn provided stories of a recent storm wherein the street did 
not flood.  He also noted that the new small playground is being utilized by area 
residents.  
 
 Thierry Steenberghs, 28 West Mill Road, stated that he is a gay resident of 
Springfield Township and while neither he, his partner, nor their son have ever 
experienced discrimination, he still believes that consideration of enacting an anti-
discrimination ordinance is a good idea. 
 
 Mr. Harbison, Chairman of Internal Affairs and Environmental Resources 
Committees, reported: 
 

Motion (Harbison-Gillies) carried unanimously to approve the January check 
reconciliation in the amount of $388,099.61 and the February bill listing in the 
amount of $472,468.08. 

 
 Mr. Harbison announced that during the month of January, Springfield Township 
residents recycled 222.3 tons of materials with a householder participation rate of 73.1%.  
The net cost for the month was $3,696.27.   



 
 
 Mr. Schaum, Chairman of Public Safety Committee, reported: 
 

Motion (Schaum-Heller) carried unanimously to amend the Springfield Township 
Code, Section 107-36, Schedule XIII, Fire Safety Zones, by establishing or 
reaffirming fire safety zones established in Springfield Township.  In summary, 
the fire safety zones are areas where the Fire Marshal has prohibited parking in 
such areas as shopping centers, nursing facilities, schools, and commercial 
properties.   

 
 Mr. Gillies, Chairman of Library Committee, had no report. 
 
 Mr. Gillies reported on behalf of Mr. Dailey, Chairman of the Zoning Committee:   
 

Mr. Gillies announced that the Zoning Hearing Board would next meet on 
Monday evening, February 28, 2011, at 7:00 PM in the Springfield Township 
Building.   

 
 Mr. Gillies noted that MC Outdoor LLC has provided written confirmation of 
their interest to continue their hearing until April 4, 2011.  MC Outdoor LLC is 
challenging the substantive validity of the Township zoning ordinance as it relates to off-
premises signs or billboards.    Mr. Gillies also summarized the remaining agenda of the 
Zoning Hearing Board.  
 
 Mr. Standish, Chairman of Public Works and Facilities Committee, had no report.  
 
 Ms. Peirce, Chairwoman of Communications and Human Resources Committees, 
reported: 
 

Motion (Peirce-Gillies) carried unanimously to approve an amended set of By-
Laws for the Springfield Township Website Enhancement Committee dated 
February 9, 2011.  The amendment includes a new paragraph D under the 
“Appointments, Terms and Vacancies” section of the By-Laws.  The subject 
paragraph grants the Board of Commissioners an opportunity to appoint one 
additional individual to serve as an alternate member on the Website 
Enhancement Committee. 

 
Motion (Peirce-Gillies) carried unanimously to reappoint Greg Luce to a new 
three year term of service as a member of the Springfield Township Website 
Enhancement Committee.  The new term of service shall expire February 8, 2014. 

 
Motion (Peirce-Gillies) carried unanimously to appoint Richard Simmons, of 
Oreland, to fill an unexpired term of service as a member of the Springfield 
Township Website Enhancement Committee.  The unexpired term of service shall 
expire February 8, 2012. 



 
Motion (Peirce-Gillies) carried unanimously to appoint Sean Ross, of Flourtown, 
as the alternate member on the Springfield Township Website Enhancement 
Committee.  The new three year term of service shall expire February 8, 2014. 

 
 Ms. Peirce also announced that the Township will be moving forward to remove 
the hyphen found in the Township’s website domain address.  The current address of 
www.springfield-montco.org will now read www.springfieldmontco.org.    
 
 Mr. Heller, Chairman of Community Development Committee, reported: 
 

Motion (Heller-Gillies) carried unanimously to accept a letter dated February 2, 
2011 from Craig Robert Lewis, legal counsel for Federal Realty Investment Trust, 
owners of the Flourtown Shopping Center, extending the 90 day land 
development review period until March 31, 2011.  The extension is related to an 
amended final land development plan proposed by Federal Realty which includes 
the renovation of several existing retail areas within the in-line portion of the 
shopping center, the construction of a 5,400 sq. ft. retail building within the 
existing parking lot, and the renovation of a portion of the old K-Mart Store. 

 
Motion (Heller-Schaum) carried unanimously to adopt Resolution No. 1247, a 
resolution accepting the deed of dedication from the Yost family, 411 East Mill 
Road, in order to dedicate a parcel of ground adjacent to East Mill Road for public 
use and enjoyment. 

 
Motion (Heller-Gillies) carried unanimously to accept a letter dated February 3, 
2011 from Edward J. Hughes, legal counsel for Genesis Harston Hall, owners of 
the Harston Hall Nursing Center, 350 Haws Lane, extending the 90 day land 
development review period without limitation as to time.  The extension relates to 
a proposed land development plan which includes the creation of a new 39 space 
parking facility.  The extension of time will provide the design engineer an 
opportunity to bring the plans into compliance with the Springfield Township 
Code. 

 
Motion (Heller-Gillies) carried unanimously to reappoint James Mascaro to a new 
four year term of service as a member of the Springfield Township Planning 
Commission.  The new term of service shall expire February 16, 2015.   

 
 Diane Gramley, 155 Summit Road, Franklin, PA, and President of the American 
Family Association of Pennsylvania, made comment with regard to the Township’s 
consideration of enacting an anti-discrimination ordinance.  Ms. Gramley expressed 
concerns that the definition of discrimination would include homosexuality, sexual 
identity, and sexual orientation, given how expansive that definition is.  Ms. Gramley 
discussed a court case involving the Boy Scouts of America and the City of Philadelphia,  



as well as a case involving a K-Mart and the use of a fitting room by a transgender 
individual.  She believed the local government and police department were burdened with 
resolving these situations.  Ms. Gramley stated her understanding that there had been no 
reported cases of discrimination in Springfield Township related to sexual identity, sexual 
orientation, and the like, and believed that there is an effort to put pressure on local 
municipalities to enact such anti-discrimination ordinances in order that the 
Commonwealth may consider uniform State-wide regulations.   
 
 Jim Schneller, of the Philadelphia Metro Task Force, 500 East Lancaster Avenue, 
Radnor, discussed his belief that the anti-discrimination ordinances are treading on the 
rights of religious freedoms and believes that the religious freedoms are paramount to the 
United States.  Mr. Schneller suggested that if a referendum were available to secure 
public guidance on whether to move forward with the ordinance, the Board of 
Commissioners should consider same.  He concluded by reviewing concerns for public 
health issues related to lifestyles of those to be protected through the anti-discrimination 
ordinance.  
 
 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:35 PM. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       Donald E. Berger, Jr. 
       Township Manager 
 
 


