
MINUTES OF MEETING 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

SPRINGFIELD TOWNSHIP 
 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of Springfield Township met in regular monthly 
meeting on Wednesday evening, August 10, 2011 at 8:00 PM in the Springfield 
Township Building for the purpose of transacting the general business of the Township.  
All members of the Board were present.  Mr. Harbison presided.   
 
 Mr. Harbison asked everyone to join the Board of Commissioners in a moment of 
silence honoring the service men and women who have placed themselves in harm’s way 
in order to help preserve our safety.   
 
 Mr. Harbison led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Motion (Schaum-Heller) carried unanimously dispensing with the reading of the 
minutes of the previous meeting and approving same as written and recording the 
official minute book of the Township. 

 
Correspondence: 
 
 Mr. Harbison read into the record a six page letter from Donald and Kathleen 
Lewis, of Gravers Lane, related to their objections to the use of Wyndhill Park for active 
athletic fields.  Some of the key features of the letter included: (1) they believed if a 
decision was made at the August business meeting, it would have been done without due 
process and possible violations of the law, (2) they suggested that the proposed use is in 
violation of the Township Zoning Code, (3) consideration must be given for potential 
stormwater runoff issues, (4) detail plans for the improvement to the property and future 
use have not been provided, (5) denied a suggestion that active sports have been 
conducted on this property in recent years, (6) they believe Wyndhill Park should be 
maintained as a site for informal sports activities, tot lot, and a general community 
meeting place, (7) disagreed with assertions made that athletic fields are attractive spaces, 
pointing to mud, trash and litter from the users of such fields, (8) traffic and parking 
problems already exist in the neighborhood and the athletic field use may exacerbate 
same, (9) the active athletic activities may affect the enjoyment of the tot lot by younger 
children, (10)  concerned for support structures such as port-o-potties, snack stands, score 
boards, etc., (11) suggested the noise from the activities would eliminate the peace and 
quiet they currently enjoy, (12) the active athletic fields may have a substantial negative 
impact on their property values, (13) the neighbors would like an opportunity to raise 
funds for improvements to the park that might beautify it for the neighborhood. 
 
 Hal Taussig, 8008 Winslow Road, Philadelphia, introduced himself as the Pastor 
of the United Methodist Church of Chestnut Hill.  He stated his position in favor of the 
enactment of the draft Human Relations Ordinance.   Pastor Towsey suggested that he 
spent many years pastoring within the gay, lesbian, bi-sexual and transgender community 
and has gained a great appreciation for these individuals.  He noted that some suggest the 
Bible is against the GLBT community and noted there is very limited comment with 



regard to sexual orientation, but there is mention of male homosexuality, which is 
forbidden.  However, the Bible also promotes slavery and suggested that that was no 
longer an acceptable view for Christians. 
 
 Kevin Shaw, 925 Southampton Avenue, encouraged the Board of Commissioners 
to pass the draft Human Relations Commission Ordinance.  He noted that he placed an 
electronic petition on the internet and secured approximately 150 signatures in support of 
the ordinance.  Mr. Dailey stated that he found the petition on the internet, and all the 
existing and prospective protected classes were included within the petition, not merely 
the gay, lesbian, bi-sexual and transgender local additions. 
 
 Laura McKenna, Auburn Avenue, briefly expressed her support of the Human 
Relations Commission ordinance, but wished to discuss the proposed land development 
at 505 Auburn Avenue.  Ms. McKenna raised the following points: (1) expressed concern 
the loss of a 100 year old tree, (2) is interested in the Township monitoring the 
development of the property, (3) protection of existing trees, and (4) a successful 
percolation test.  At some time in the future, Ms. McKenna will ask for a complete set of 
records from the Township related to the plan review and approval.  
 
 Laurie Barron, 408 Meadowbrook Lane, spoke in support of the Human Relations 
Commission ordinance.  She noted that in the past, she has been an activist for gays and 
lesbians, and was instrumental in working with Philadelphia hospitals to protect the 
employment of gay and lesbian individuals many years ago.  She suggested it was time 
for such an ordinance to be enacted in Springfield Township, and believes it is the 
responsibility of local government to provide this protection that is otherwise not 
provided.   Mr. Schaum asked Ms. Barron if she could share some information on her 
past activities related to working with the Commonwealth.  Ms. Barron indicated that she 
believed it was Gov. Schapp who, through an executive order, provided protection for 
gays and lesbians, but that the very next Governor rescinded the executive order.   
 
 Julia Madiera, 8325 Flourtown Avenue, stated that she finds the Wyndhill Park to 
be a very special park.  While many have voiced their opinions in opposition to the use of 
the park for active athletics, she hopes efforts can be made to help solve the problem. 
 
 Joy Bergey, 100 S. College Avenue, stated her belief that the Human Relations 
Commission ordinance is a good idea for Springfield Township.   Also, as a neighbor of 
Carson Valley School that has active athletic fields on the school’s property, Ms. Bergey 
stated that the noise of the children utilizing the fields is not bothersome.  
 
 William Mebane, 609 Gravers Lane, recounted the effort by both the Township 
and community to preserve the open space surrounding the Wyndhill Professional Center 
at the time the School District sold the property.  He noted that the Township has made a 
good effort to maintain the property, and also suggested that it may not be appropriate to 
continue to let formal activities grow in the community, and that there is a need for space 
for informal activities.  Mr. Mebane suggested that the Wyndhill Park is a very special 
place. 
 



 Mr. Gillies indicated that some of the neighbors surrounding the Wyndhill Park 
indicated that they may have to take legal action with regard to precluding the use of the 
property for active athletics.   Mr. Gillies asked Dr. Mebane if he would be a part of such 
a law suit.  Dr. Mebane indicated that he did not want to be part of such a law suit.  
 
 Lisa Guyer, representing the Spartan Girls Lacrosse Club, and a neighbor of the 
Wyndhill Park, indicated that she did not arrive at the meeting in time to hear the reading 
of the letter from the Mr. and Mrs. Lewis urging the Township not to permit athletic 
activities at Wyndhill Park.  She stated that the Township had issued permits to the 
athletic clubs for use of the field up until 2009, but following that, due to the poor 
condition of the field and concern for injury, permits were not longer issued.  She 
suggested that the clubs have considered long term needs and believes Wyndhill Park 
would help fill their needs for fields.  While Wyndhill Park is not a regulation soccer or 
lacrosse field, the clubs still feel it is worth donating the funds necessary to repair the 
field for their use.   Any repairs to the field would not change the character of the open 
space, but in fact, will permit all users to use the space more safely.  Ms. Guyer suggested 
that the use of the field by teams vs. the use of the field by all others is very minimal by 
comparison.  She agreed the creation of a committee for further study is a good idea, and 
said the clubs are more than happy to consider other sites for their use.  She did wish to 
clarify that in an email Mr. Lewis put out to the neighborhood he improperly attributed 
comments to her that were not hers.  
 
 Mr. Kilkenny was asked to provide clarification on the zoning issues related to the 
use of Wyndhill Park.   Mr. Kilkenny stated that at the workshop meeting, Angela 
Murray stated that municipalities must take an affirmative step to waive the application 
of the local zoning ordinance for municipally owned properties.  Mr. Kilkenny stated that 
municipalities are not required to follow their own zoning ordinance, and are not required 
to take any affirmative steps to waive the application of the zoning code.  He had 
previously been asked if the Township opted not to waive the provision of the zoning 
ordinance on a township owned property, how would the zoning code be applied to 
Wyndhill Park.  Mr. Kilkenny indicated that the use is a non-conforming use and that 
there was no constructive effort to abandon the use, and therefore, that use could 
continue.   
 
 Mr. Gillies asked whether it would be appropriate to repair the field given the fact 
that the Township is now aware of some irregularities to the ground.  Mr. Kilkenny 
indicated that generally if such a problem is known, the Township should take steps to 
repair it.  Mr. Dailey made comment that he did not believe any due process rights were 
violated with regard to the use of the park, and did not believe that any review was time-
sensitive.  Similar to most situations, if any decision by staff was felt to be arbitrary in 
nature, it could be referred to the Board of Commissioners for further consideration. 
 
 Keith Day, 7819 Ardmore Avenue, indicated that he is in the business of 
constructing both synthetic and natural turf sports fields.  It was his position that natural 
turf fields are over-used and become damaged, and the Township should consider a 
synthetic field.  Mr. Gillies inquired whether use of a natural turf field is a good short 
term opportunity.  Mr. Day disagreed and suggested moving directly to the synthetic turf 
for a long term solution. 



 
 Tom Bell, 1101 Bethlehem Pike, addressed the Board of Commissioners with 
regard to Wyndhill Park.  Mr. Bell remarked that regardless of the decision made by the 
Board of Commissioners, some residents will be pleased, and others will not be pleased.  
Mr. Bell thought that limited access to the park by the athletic groups may be helpful.  He 
hoped that the Board and the neighbors would work through the issues.  
 
 Ms. Peirce, as the liaison to the Township Park and Recreation Committee, 
remarked that the Township must consider the needs of all children and citizens when 
reviewing these issues, and not just focus on the children in sports activities.  
 
 Mr. Harbison, Chairman of Internal Affairs and Environmental Resources 
Committees, reported: 
 

Motion (Harbison-Schaum) carried unanimously to approve the July check 
reconciliation in the amount of $669,809.92 and the August bill listing in the 
amount of $836,586.29.   

 
 Mr. Harbison announced that during the month of July, Springfield Township 
residents recycled 184.5 tons of materials with a householder participation rate of 68.9%.  
The net cost for the month was $6,615.57.    
 
 Mr. Harbison announced that in June, the Board of Commissioners conducted a 
public hearing to accept public comments on a draft Human Relations Commission and 
Anti-Discrimination Ordinance.  During the Board meetings in both July and August, the 
Board continued to debate and refine the ordinance, and made three amendments to the 
draft ordinance.  Those amendments include: (1) refined the definition of “public 
accommodation”, (2) provided a more universal exception for religious corporations and 
associations with regard to the application of the draft ordinance, and (3) clarification was 
provided with regard to the application of penalties for violation of the ordinance that 
would mirror the penalties as set forth in the Pennsylvania Human Relations Act and 
applied by the Montgomery County Court of Common Pleas.  The Board of 
Commissioners anticipates that a vote will be held on the ordinance as a part of the 
regularly scheduled business meeting on September 14, 2011. 
 

Motion (Harbison-Gillies) carried unanimously to authorize the Township 
Solicitor to execute a Stipulation to Settle Agreement with regard to a real estate 
tax assessment appeal related to 1200 Mermaid Lane, Wyndmoor.  The 
Agreement, which is effective for the tax year 2011, reduced the assessment from 
$2,113,100 to $1,646,535.   The Agreement is to be executed by all three taxing 
entities. 

 
 Mr. Schaum, Chairman of Public Safety Committee, reported:  
 



Motion (Schaum-Gillies) carried unanimously to amend the Springfield Township 
Code Section 107-32, Schedule IX, Parking Prohibited, by prohibiting parking on 
the westerly side of Lorraine Avenue, Oreland, from its intersection with Brent 
Road to a point 75 feet southwesterly thereof. 

 
 Mr. Schaum noted that the Board of Commissioners asked Township staff to 
inventory the existing on-street handicapped parking spaces that had previously been 
legislated by the Board of Commissioners to confirm the continued need for these spaces.  
As a result, the Police Department reported that two such on-street handicapped parking 
spaces could be removed:  
 

Motion (Schaum-Peirce) carried unanimously to amend the Springfield Township 
Code, Section 107-35, Schedule XII, Special Purpose Parking Zones, by repealing 
the handicapped parking spaces on: (1) East Mermaid Lane, and (2) New Street. 

 
 Mr. Gillies, Chairman of Library Committee, had no formal report. 
 
 Mr. Gillies asked if the Board of Commissioners might urge the School District to 
fence-in the new detention basin adjacent to the Enfield Elementary School.  It was the 
consensus of the Board to make such a request.  Mr. Gillies also remarked that he 
believed the use of Wyndhill Park might be considered for a short term need and he 
hopes that all parties working on a resolution to this issue keep an open mind.  Mr. 
Harbison indicated that the Board of Commissioners would provide policy guidance in 
regard to the use of the fields, but that a small study group has been established to help 
resolve the issues surrounding the use of Wyndhill Park by athletic teams.  Mr. Gillies 
also urged that the Township work with the School District to perhaps create an athletic 
field to the rear of the school district property currently utilized by the Antonelli Institute. 
 
 Mr. Standish, Chairman of Public Works and Facilities Committee, reported: 
 
 Mr. Standish announced that the Board of Commissioners is continuing 
discussions on renovations to the municipal facilities at Paper Mill Road and Hawthorn 
Lane.  As announced last month, the Commissioners have created a short list of three 
architectural firms.  The firms are Lederach Architects, Vitetta, and Levy DiCarlo 
Partners.   A meeting has been set to meet with these three firms on September 27, 2011 
beginning at 7:00 PM. 
 
 Mr. Standish announced that the Board of Commissioners would like to create a 
municipal campus advisory committee that might consist of members of the Board of 
Commissioners, Township staff, immediate neighbors of the campus and other interested 
residents.  Anyone interested in participating on the committee should send a letter of 
interest or a resume to the Board of Commissioners.  Letters/resumes should be received 
before September 2, 2011.   
 



 Ms. Peirce, Chairwoman of Cultural Resources Committee, had no report. 
 
 Mr. Dailey, Chairman of Zoning Committee, reported: 
 
 Mr. Dailey announced that the Zoning Hearing Board will not meet during the 
month of August as the Zoning Hearing Board did not receive any petitions.  The next 
regularly scheduled meeting of the Zoning Hearing Board is Monday, September 19, 
2011 at 7:00 PM in the Springfield Township Building.  
 
 With regard to the Zoning Code validity challenge related to the placement of a 
billboard in Springfield Township, Mr. Dailey asked that the alternate sites being 
proposed be announced.  Those sites were provided.  Mr. Dailey thought that it might be 
the public’s impression that the Township was shopping the alternative sites for the 
applicant.   
 
 Mr. Harbison stated that the Township Board of Commissioners agreed to oppose 
the application of placing a billboard anywhere in the Township, then outlined the 
procedure of the meeting to be held on September 8 with regard to the presentation of the 
information to the general public, and the public comment to be received by the Board of 
Commissioners.  
 
 Mr. Heller, Chairman of Community Development Committee, reported: 
 
 Before making a motion, Mr. Heller discussed the positive work of the Township 
Planning Commission, neighbors, and applicant during the plan review process for the 
land development located at 505 Auburn Avenue. 
 

Motion (Heller-Gillies) carried unanimously to approve the land development of 
Young Capital LLC for 505 Auburn Avenue dated April 29, 2011 with a 
stormwater management report dated April 29, 2011.  The subject of the land 
development is a single family detached dwelling, a detached garage and 
driveway.  The approval of the land development includes the following 
conditions, waivers or deferments from the Springfield Township Code: 

 
1. Section 95-10 requires a minimum cartway width of a street with a 50 foot 

right of way to be 30 feet in width.  Auburn Avenue is approximately 24 feet 
in width.  A waiver to the requirement to widen Auburn Avenue shall be 
granted. 

 
2. Section 95-10.I requires sidewalks for any street which is residential in nature.  

There are no sidewalks on the majority of Auburn Avenue.  The Board of 
Commissioners shall grant a deferment of the requirement to install sidewalks 
and a note will be placed on the plan indicating that the owners will be 
responsible to install the sidewalk, if and when directed by the Board of 
Commissioners. 



 
3. Section 95-11.I(11)(c) and 95-11.I (2) (a) requires that trees with a caliper of 

over 3 inches that are removed must be replaced with approved trees of 2” to 
2.5” caliper at a rate of 2 trees for each one tree removed.  The latter section 
prohibits the installation of street trees within the Township right of way.  A 
waiver to the tree replacement requirement and the prohibition of placing 
street trees in the right of way shall be waived. 

 
4. Section 88-12.B.(1)(i) states that a stormwater operations and maintenance 

plan must include a 15 foot wide easement around all stormwater BMPs.  The 
applicant is granting full access to the stormwater BMP to the Township, and 
therefore a waiver to the 15 foot wide easement shall be granted. 

 
5. The applicant shall comply with all conditions set forth in the June 13, 2011 

report of Amy R. Montgomery, Township Engineer, to the satisfaction of said 
engineer, except for waivers granted by the Board of Commissioners. 

 
6. The applicant shall remove existing trees, install landscaping and replacement 

trees, and otherwise comply with the revised landscaping plan prepared by 
McCloskey and Faber, PC dated July 11, 2011, last revised July 13, 2011, as 
well as the plant schedule prepared by McCloskey and Faber, PC dated July 
13, 2011, submitted to the Township by Regan Construction Company Inc. on 
July 18, 2011, except as may be modified by other conditions set forth herein. 

 
7. The suggested plant material contained in the Plant Schedule may be 

modified, taking into consideration the comments of Jason Lubar of the 
Morris Arboretum, provided any variations from the current Township 
recommended tree list for tree replacement and street trees is modified or 
approved by the Township. 

 
8. Tree planting and staking details shall be in conformance with ANSI A300 

Standards and associated Best Management Practices. 
 

9. The applicant shall adhere to the Township standards for tree protection and 
tree planting contained in the Subdivision and Land Development ordinance, 
and work closely with the Township staff to assure that these requirements are 
met to their satisfaction.  

 
10. The Land Development Plan and Stormwater Management Report shall be 

revised to provide for a seepage bed underneath the proposed driveway to 
drain the 600 sq. ft. area, being the hammerhead or turnaround portion of the 
said driveway, to the satisfaction and approval of the Township Engineer. 

 
 

Mr. Harbison announced that on Sunday, September 11, 2011, the Springfield 
Community Day will be held at Cisco Park.  Mr. Berger was asked to outline the 
activities for the day.  The activities include a 5K fun run or walk beginning at 



approximately 9:00 AM, followed by the activities of the day beginning at approximately 
11:00 AM.  All activities are free, and are principally provided through businesses and 
community organizations of Springfield Township. 
 
 Julia Madiera, Flourtown Avenue, readdressed the Board and suggested her 
sincere hope that the community committee will find a solution to the use at the Wyndhill 
Park.  She also stated that she believed it is the Township’s responsibility to provide 
opportunities for open space and tranquil areas.  She remarked that conducting sports 
activities at Wyndhill Park will change the character of the park, and she hopes that the 
Township can incorporate green spaces into future developments within the Township.   
 
 Mr. Schaum inquired whether anyone knew the size of the field under 
consideration and the size of the area proposed to be used by the two athletic 
organizations.  Mr. Gillies suggested that the field area is approximately 64 yds. by 91 
yds., and it was his understanding that the athletic clubs were looking to utilize a 40 yd. 
by 70 yd. portion of that field.  Ms. Madiera stated that the Commissioners cannot 
consider giving the sports clubs access to this area and still maintaining the park as 
tranquil.   
 
 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:55 PM. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       Donald E. Berger, Jr. 
       Secretary 
 
 


