
MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

SPRINGFIELD TOWNSHIP 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of Springfield Township met in a special meeting 
on Wednesday, December 19, 2012, at 8:00 PM for the purpose of closing the business of 
2012 and adopting the 2013 Budget. 
 

Mr. Gillies asked everyone to join the Board of Commissioners in a moment of 
silence honoring the service men and women who have placed themselves in harm’s way 
in order to help preserve our safety.   

 
Mr. Gillies led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Genie McClintock, 17 Brookside Road, asked why the Board of Commissioners 

has not considered creating a stormwater management committee.  Mr. Gillies indicated 
that they have not yet discussed such a topic.  She inquired of the value of a future 
stormwater management fund.  Mr. Gillies indicated that would be discussed later in the 
evening.  Ms. McClintock asked if the budget included the creation of a stormwater 
management basin at 8911 Montgomery Avenue.  Mr. Gillies indicated that that was a 
part of the long term plan for the Township, but that the basin itself has not been 
designed.   

 
Joan Schick, 18 Brookside Road, inquired as to the plans of the Board for future 

stormwater management projects and funding.  Mr. Standish provided some clarification 
on the status of the stormwater management fund and the need for additional discussions 
by the Board on this topic.    

 
Motion (Gillies-Peirce) carried unanimously to establish a stormwater 
management fund valued at $1,000,000 through the reappropriation of $300,000 
from the existing capital reserve fund and, based upon approval of the Township 
Solicitor and Township Auditor, transferring $700,000 from the existing sanitary 
sewer reserve fund.  
 
Motion (Gillies-Bell) to enact Ordinance No. 921, an ordinance establishing the 
2013 tax levy and budget appropriations.  The motion included a 2013 budget of 
$16,404,033 with a real estate tax rate of 3.370 mills, and an earned income tax 
rate of 1.0%.  The average household would not realize an increase to the real 
estate tax rate.  There would be a decrease in the refuse service fee and an 
increase in the sanitary sewer rental and conveyance fee.  The refuse service fee 
would be decreased by $1.12 from the 2012 rate, while the sanitary sewer rental 
would be increased by an average of $16.33 per household from the 2012 rate.  
Ms. Peirce asked for a clarification whether that was Option A as presented to the 
Board of Commissioners, or Option C.  Mr. Gillies indicated that it was option A.  
Mr. Standish provided an explanation of the various options before the Board of 
Commissioners this evening.  The first option was read by Mr. Gillies, which 



would not increase the real estate tax rate.  There is an option B that would 
consider raising the real estate tax rate to the average household by $37.53, and an 
Option C that contemplated increasing the real estate tax rate on the average of 
$48.94.   Mr. Standish also suggested that the $37.53 real estate tax increase 
would permit the Township to, among other things, maintain the highway 
improvement program which he believes is essential to the Township and he 
would like to maintain that program.  Ms. Peirce stated her agreement with Mr. 
Standish that it is important to maintain the Township roadways and update 
Township equipment.  She also made comment with regard to the Township 
utilizing capital reserves over the past few years to fund operations.  Mr. Dailey 
stated that he has completed a comprehensive review of the budget that does not 
include a tax increase, and believes that the Township can maintain its services 
without a tax increase.  He noted that the Township has not had a tax increase in 
the past many years, and there have not been any lay-offs, and the reserve 
balances have been maintained.  He believes that reductions could be made in line 
items throughout the budget as opposed to identifying larger projects.  He also 
noted that the Commissioners are currently in a planning process to update the 
municipal campus, and would like to continue to do so with minimal effect on 
taxpayers.  Mr. Dailey also discussed discretionary spending through the past year 
including improvements at the Sandy Run Park, the purchase of open space and 
discussions to continue the planning for Bethlehem Pike improvements.   
 
Mr. Schaum noted that the Township has invested over $2 million in the Black 

Horse Inn building through the combination of federal, state and local tax funds.  He 
stated that stormwater management projects are important as is the highway maintenance 
program and maintaining a police fleet in good order.  Mr. Schaum stated that it is 
politically easier to vote for a zero tax increase, but in order to continue with the valued 
services, consideration must be given to raising taxes.  He noted that it is never easy for 
any Board to consider raising taxes.  The vote on the motion 3-3.  The motion did not 
carry. 

 
Motion (Gillies-Peirce) to enact Ordinance No. 921 establishing the 2013 tax levy 
and budget appropriations with a budget of $16,840,591, with a real estate tax rate 
of 3.584 mills and an earned income tax rate of 1.0%.  The average household 
with a real estate tax assessment of $175,400 will realize an increase of $37.53 to 
the real estate tax.  The refuse service fee will be decreased by $1.12 from the 
2012 rate, while the sanitary sewer rental will be increased by an average of 
$16.33 per household.   Motion 4-2; Bell and Dailey opposed. 
 
Motion (Bell-Peirce) carried unanimously to adopt Resolution No. 1283, a 
resolution reconciling the lease rental receipts from the Flourtown Country Club 
and transferring the net proceeds of $52,904.29 from the General Fund to the 
Capital Reserve Fund for capital expenses at the Flourtown Country Club.  Mr. 
Bell read into the record Resolution No. 1283. 
 



Motion (Standish-Peirce) carried unanimously to adopt Resolution No. 1284, a 
resolution transferring the net sanitary sewer rental receipts from the General 
Fund to the Sanitary Sewer Reserve Fund.  The amount of the transfer was 
$279,326.93.  Mr. Standish read into the record Resolution No. 1284. 
 
Motion (Dailey-Schaum) carried unanimously to adopt Resolution No. 1285, a 
resolution amending the 2012 Budget appropriations.  The 2012 General Fund 
budget amendments were reconciled within the General Fund expenses without 
the need to utilize any excess revenues collected in 2012.  Mr. Dailey read into 
the record Resolution No. 1285. 
 
Motion (Peirce-Bell) carried unanimously to adopt Resolution No. 1286, a 
resolution setting the annual refuse service fee for the year 2013 at $197.72 for 
each residential dwelling unit.  Ms. Peirce read into the record Resolution No. 
1286. 
 
Motion (Schaum-Peirce) carried unanimously to adopt Resolution No. 1287, a 
resolution establishing the sanitary sewer rental rate for the year 2013 at $5.41 per 
1,000 gallons of water, net.  Mr. Schaum read into the record Resolution No. 
1287. 
 
Motion (Schaum-Peirce) carried unanimously authorizing the issuance of a Tax 
and Revenue Anticipation Note in the amount of $500,000 for one year at a rate 
of 2.25% without a prepayment penalty through First Niagara Bank. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:40 PM 
 

       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       Donald E. Berger, Jr. 
       Secretary 

 
 
  


