
MINUTES OF MEETING 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

SPRINGFIELD TOWNSHIP 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of Springfield Township met in regular monthly 
meeting on Wednesday evening, May 9, 2012 at 8:00 PM in the Springfield Township 
Building for the purpose of transacting the general business of the Township.  All 
members of the Board were present.  Mr. Gillies presided. 
 
 Mr. Gillies asked everyone to join the Board of Commissioners in a moment of 
silent reflection honoring the service men and women who have placed themselves in 
harm’s way in order to preserve our safety. 
 
 Mr. Gillies led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 Motion (Schaum-Peirce) carried unanimously dispensing with the reading of the 
minutes of the previous meeting and approving same as written and recorded in the 
official minute book of the Township. 
 
Special Reports 
 
 Mr. Gillies recognized Timothy Latz, of the US Forest Service, who made a 
presentation in association with the Tree City USA Program.  Mr. Latz provided a brief 
history of the creation of Arbor Day starting with Sterling Martin back in 1852.  The first 
official Arbor Day was celebrated in 1874.  Mr. Latz identified the standards by which 
communities are judged in order to qualify to be a Tree City USA community.  Those 
qualifications include: (1) the establishment of a Shade Tree Commission or Department, 
(2) provide tree care regulations, (3) maintain a budget of at least $2.00 per capita for a 
forestry program, and (4) provide an Arbor Day observance and proclamation. 
 
 Representatives of the Oreland Lions Club were recognized.  Sid Gosser 
introduced Estelle Behr and Rocco Santoro.  Mr. Gosser provided a history of the Lions 
Club which began in 1917 in Chicago.  In 1925, the Club became affiliated with Helen 
Keller and began supporting services for the seeing impaired.  Today, 1.4 million men 
and women are members of the Lions Club.  The Oreland Lions Club began in 1950 and 
currently has 28 members.  The Club meets during the first and third week of each month 
and locally supports an Easter Egg Hunt, the Oreland 4th of July Parade and the 
Springfield Basketball Tournament.  Information on membership can be sought through 
Sid Gosser or Joe McGrath. 
 
 Genie McClintock, 17 Brookside Road, asked if there was any progress in 
establishing a detention basin at 8911 Montgomery Avenue.  Mr. Gillies indicated that 
the office of the Township Engineer has a meeting with the Army Corps of Engineers at 
the end of May to begin discussions on this issue.  
 
 



 Mr. Gillies, Chairman of Internal Affairs Committee, reported: 
 

Motion (Gillies-Schaum) carried unanimously to approve the April check 
reconciliation in the amount of $654,355.79 and the May bill listing in the amount 
of $664,553.40. 

 
Motion (Gillies-Dailey) carried unanimously to adopt Resolution No. 1275, a 
resolution reaffirming the Township Manager as the authorized agent of the 
Township to sell or transfer stocks, bonds, and securities for the Township 
pension plans. 

 
 Mr. Schaum, Chairman of Public Works and Public Safety Committees, reported: 
 

Motion (Schaum-Bell) carried unanimously to authorize staff to move forward 
with the bidding process for the Emergency Watershed Protection Assistance 
Projects at 403 Meadow Lane and 1500 Church Road.  The projects are designed 
to provide stream bank stabilization to protect the dwellings at these two 
locations.  The total budget for the two projects is $113,180.  75% of that cost is 
being provided by the USDA, and the remaining 25% is being provided by the PA 
DEP.  

 
Motion (Schaum-Peirce) carried unanimously to amend the Springfield Township 
Code Section 107-32, Schedule IX, Parking Prohibited, to prohibit parking on 
both sides of Hawthorne Lane from its intersection with Paper Mill Road to a 
point 425 feet southerly thereof.  Mr. Schaum provided a practical reference that 
the prohibition of parking would extend from Paper Mill Road to the driveway of 
the Springfield Ambulance Association. 

 
 Mr. Schaum announced that on April 29, 2012 Springfield Township was 
scheduled to open sealed bids for the Wissahickon sanitary sewer interceptor repair and 
the Allison Road sanitary sewer repair project.  Unfortunately, no bids were received for 
the project.  Mr. Schaum provided an outline on how the Township may proceed with 
consideration of the two projects.   
 

Mr. Standish, Chairman of Human Resources Committee, reported: 
 

Motion (Standish-Peirce) carried unanimously to reappoint Rhonda McLaughlin, 
Rose Sovira and David Morris to new three year terms of service as members of 
the Park and Recreation Advisory Committee.  The new terms of service shall 
expire May 12, 2015. 

  



 
 Ms. Peirce, Chairwoman of Library Committee, reported: 
 
 Ms. Peirce announced that on Monday, May 21, and Wednesday, May 23, the 
Library will host an AARP driving program from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM.  In addition, the 
Science in the Summer program will be back again this Summer.  The classes will be 
held at the Library from Monday, July 23, through Thursday, July 26.  Applications for 
the lottery will be available at the library circulation desk. 
 
 Ms. Peirce encouraged residents to sign up for future email alerts with regard to 
library news and activities.  This can be done through the Township website, by 
subscribing to the alerts and clicking on the Library box under the “News and Events” 
category. 
 
 Mr. Dailey, Chairman of Community Development Committee, reported: 
 
 Mr. Dailey announced that the Board of Commissioners will conduct a public 
hearing on June 13, 2012 to consider the rezoning of the Boorse tract, 10 Camp Hill 
Road, Fort Washington, from the “AAA Age-Qualified Overlay” zoning district to “AAA 
Age-Targeted Overlay” zoning district.  The public hearing will be advertised for an 8:00 
PM start, however, it will not commence until the conclusion of the regular business 
meeting also scheduled for that evening. 
 
 Mr. Harbison, Chairman of Cultural Resources Committee, reported; 
 
 Mr. Harbison announced that on Saturday, April 28, 2012, the Township Shade 
Tree Commission sponsored an Arbor Day event at Cisco Park, which included the 
planting of a black gum tree, the distribution of a tree to each of the first 25 attendees, 
and a tree pruning session provided by a certified arborist.   Mr. Harbison extended a 
special thanks to Commission Members Tom Pryzblinski, Tom McClelland, Mike Taylor 
and Arborist Jordan Max.  
 

Motion (Harbison-Schaum) carried unanimously to reappoint Dan Johnson and 
Mike Sokel to new three year terms of service as members of the Springfield 
Township Open Space Planning Committee.  The new three year terms of service 
shall expire May 12, 2015. 

 
 Mr. Bell, Chairman of Zoning Committee, reported: 
 
 Mr. Bell announced that the Zoning Hearing Board will not meet during the 
month of May as the Board did not receive any applications.  The next scheduled meeting 
of the Zoning Hearing Board will be on Monday June 25, 2012 at 7:00 PM in the 
Springfield Township Building. 
 



 Mr. Bell also announced that during the month of April, Springfield Township 
residents recycled 188.1 tons of materials with a householder participation rate of 76.1%.  
The net cost for the month was $8,678.04. 
 
 Mr. Bell also announced that the Springfield Township Environmental Advisory 
Commission is sponsoring a rain barrel workshop on Saturday, June 23, 2012 at 10:00 
AM in the Springfield Township Building.  As a part of the workshop, gift certificates for 
discounted rain barrels will be provided for redemption at Primex Garden Center in 
Glenside. 
 
 Montgomery County is sponsoring a compost bin and rain barrel truck load sale 
on Saturday, May 19, 2012 from 8:00 AM until 3:30 PM at the Greater Plymouth 
Community Center in Plymouth Meeting.  The compost bins and rain barrels will be sold 
at a great discount. 
 
 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:25 PM. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       Donald E. Berger, Jr. 
       Secretary 
 
 


