
MINUTES OF MEETING 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

SPRINGFIELD TOWNSHIP 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of Springfield Township met in regular monthly 
meeting on Wednesday evening, August 8, 2012, at 8:00 PM in the Springfield Township 
Building for the purpose of transacting the general business of the Township.  All 
members of the Board were present with the exception of Mr. Standish.  Mr. Gillies 
presided.   
 
 Mr. Gillies asked everyone to join the Board of Commissioners in a moment of 
silent reflection honoring the service men and women who have placed themselves in 
harm’s way in order to help preserve our safety.   
 
 Mr. Gillies led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Motion (Schaum-Peirce) carried unanimously dispensing with the reading of the 
minutes of the previous business meeting as written and recorded in the official 
minute book of the Township. 

 
 Mr. Gillies noted that Mr. Standish was unable to attend the meeting as he had 
personal business to attend to. 
 
 Mr. Gillies also noted that Andy Freimuth, of the Township Solicitor’s office, was 
in attendance at the meeting as Mr. Garrity had another business obligation.  
 

Mr. Gillies announced that as a part of the August 6, 2012 workshop meeting of 
the Board of Commissioners, the Board conducted an executive session with the 
Township Solicitor to discuss a matter of pending litigation.   
 
 Mr. Gillies, Chairman of Internal Affairs Committee, reported: 
 

Motion (Gillies-Schaum) carried unanimously to approve the July check 
reconciliation in the amount of $1,100,642.16 and the August bill listing in the 
amount of $619,147.13. 

 
 Mr. Schaum, Chairman of Public Works and Safety Committees, reported: 
 

Motion (Schaum-Dailey) carried unanimously to extend a conditional offer of 
employment as a probationary police officer to Aaron Harris, Hamilton Road, 
Philadelphia.  The conditions of the employment include successfully passing a 
medical examination as well as a psychological examination.  Mr. Harris’ 
employment date will be scheduled in conjunction with the noted examinations.  
Mr. Harris previously passed a written examination, a physical agility test, 
participated in an oral review examination and a polygraph examination.   



 
 Ms. Peirce, Chairwoman of Library Committee, had no report.  
 
 Mr. Dailey, Chairman of Zoning Committee, reported: 
 
 Mr. Dailey announced that the Zoning Hearing Board would not meet during the 
month of August as the Zoning Hearing Board did not receive any applications.  The next 
scheduled meeting of the Zoning Hearing Board is Monday, September 24, 2012, at 7:00 
PM in the Springfield Township Building.  
 
 Mr. Harbison, Chairman of Cultural Resources Committee, had no report. 
 
 Mr. Harbison reported for Mr. Standish, Chairman of Human Resources 
Committee:  
 
 Mr. Harbison announced that the Board of Commissioners is once again soliciting 
resumes or letters of interest from residents or business owners who may be interested in 
serving on the Springfield Township Human Relations Commission.  The Commission 
was established to help mediate claims of discriminatory practices within the Township 
and to provide adjudication of cases in the Court of Common Pleas.  Mr. Harbison gave 
instructions on how to submit letters or resumes.    
 
 Mr. Bell, Chairman of Community Development Committee, reported: 
 

Motion (Bell-Schaum) carried unanimously that in compliance with Section 512 
of the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code, the Board of Commissioners 
waive the formal land development review process for the Success Kidz Day Care 
Center, 1100 E. Mermaid Lane, Wyndmoor.  The waiver was conditioned upon 
the property owner and operator of the day care center complying with 
representations before the Zoning Hearing Board and conditions as set forth by 
the Zoning Hearing Board dated June 25, 2012 related to off street parking. 

 
 Mr. Bell announced that over the past couple of years, the Board of 
Commissioners has been working with PennDOT and the Delaware Valley Regional 
Planning Commission to determine if it was feasible to implement a road diet system 
along Bethlehem Pike.  Overly simplified, the road diet system would include one thru 
travel lane in each travel direction, a center turning lane and alternating locations for on-
street parking.  The project would include conducting an expensive engineering study for 
a project that appears only marginally acceptable to PennDOT.   It is for this reason, and 
limited outside funding opportunities, that Mr. Bell announced that the Board of 
Commissioners was postponing any further consideration for implementing a road diet 
system along Bethlehem Pike. 
 



 
 Mr. Bell announced that during the month of July, Springfield Township residents 
recycled 184.7 tons of materials with a householder participation rate of 72.6%.  The net 
cost for the month was $8,943.62. 
 
 Mr. Bell also announced that on Friday, August 17, 2012, Montgomery County 
will be hosting a household hazardous waste collection at the Abington Junior High 
School on Highland Avenue, in Abington Township, from 9:00 AM until 3:00 PM.  On 
Saturday, October 27, 2012, the County will be hosting a household electronics recycling 
collection at the Springfield Township High School on Paper Mill Road from 9:00 AM to 
3:00 PM. 
 
 Mr. Schaum stated his interest to understand more details on the use of the local 
municipal services tax by nearby communities.  It was the consensus of the Board to ask 
staff to secure information on which communities have enacted the tax and the value of 
the tax levied. 
 
 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:10 PM. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       Donald E. Berger, Jr. 
       Secretary 
 


