
MINUTES OF MEETING 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

SPRINGFIELD TOWNSHIP 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of Springfield Township met in regular monthly 
meeting on Wednesday evening, September 12, 2012 at 8:00 PM in the Springfield 
Township Building for the purpose of transacting the general business of the Township. 
All members of the Board were present, with the exception of Mr. Dailey.  Mr. Gillies 
presided.   
 
 Mr. Gillies asked everyone to stand and join the Board of Commissioners in a 
moment of silent reflection honoring the serviced men and women who have placed 
themselves in harm’s way in order to help preserve our safety. 
 
 Mr. Gillies led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Motion (Schaum-Standish) carried unanimously dispensing with the reading of 
the minutes of the previous business meeting and approving same as written and 
recorded in the official minute book of the Township. 

 
Special Report 
 
 Mr. Gillies announced that the 13th Annual Springfield Community Day was held 
this past Sunday, September 9, 2012, from 11:00 AM until 2:00 PM in Cisco Park.  The 
Police Department estimated the attendance between 450 and 500 people who took the 
opportunity to visit nearly 40 vendors.  The vendors included local businesses and civic 
organizations from the community.  Restaurants provided tasty samples from their 
menus.  There were also face painters, balloon artists and a moon bounce available for 
the children, and a volunteer DJ provided music throughout the day.  The Delaware 
Valley Hotrod Club showed their award winning hotrods, next to equipment from the 
local emergency services organizations.  Mr. Gillies noted that many people volunteered 
their time to make the event successful, but a special thanks went to Commissioner Glenn 
Schaum, who spearheaded the event with the assistance of Teresa Buzniak, of Firstrust 
Bank.  
 
 Mr. Gillies, Chairman of Internal Affairs Committee reported: 
 

Motion (Gillies-Peirce) carried unanimously to approve the August check 
reconciliation in the amount of $625,761.73 and the September bill listing in the 
amount of $830,444.61. 

 
Motion (Gillies-Standish) carried unanimously that in compliance with Act 205 of 
1984, known as the Municipal Pension Plan Funding Standard and Recovery Act, 
the Board of Commissioners adopt Resolution No. 1277, a resolution pledging 



that the Board of Commissioners will make the appropriate provisions in its 2013 
proposed budget to cover the costs associated with funding the police, salaried 
and hourly employees pension plans for the year 2013. 

 
 Mr. Gillies announced the tentative meeting schedule through the adoption of the 
2013 budget: 
 
 Purpose    Date   Time 
 Meeting w/Support Agencies  9/19/12  7:00 PM 
 Budget Workshop   10/24/12  7:00 PM 
 Budget Presentation   11/14/12  8:00 PM 
 Budget Hearing   12/12/12  8:00 PM 
 Budget Adoption   12/19/12  8:00 PM 
 
 All meetings will be held in the Springfield Township Building. 
 
 Mr. Schaum, Chairman of Public Works and Safety Committees, reported: 
 

Motion (Schaum-Peirce) carried unanimously to amend the Springfield Township 
Code, Section 107-35, Schedule XII, Special Purpose Parking Zones, in order to 
establish a handicapped parking space on the south side of Grove Avenue, from a 
point 120’ east of its intersection with Schnell Avenue, extending 22’ easterly 
thereof. 

 
Motion (Schaum-Bell) carried unanimously to award a contract to Flyway 
Excavating of Lititz, PA, for their low bid price of $79,200 to install stacked cut 
stone within the creek to stabilize stream banks adjacent to 401 and 403 Meadow 
Lane, as well as 1500 Church Road.  Mr. Schaum noted that the project was being 
funded through the United States Department of Agriculture Emergency 
Watershed Protection Program.  The USDA is providing 75% funding, and PA 
DEP is providing the remaining 25%.  The Board of Commissioners received two 
bids for this project on August 28, 2012. 

 
 Mr. Standish, Chairman of Human Resources Committee, reported: 
 
 Mr. Standish announced that the Board of Commissioners is once again soliciting 
resumes or letters of interest from residents or business owners who may be interested in 
serving on the Springfield Township Human Relations Commission.  The Commission 
was established to help mediate claims of discriminatory practices within the Township, 
and to provide adjudication of cases in the Court of Common Pleas.  Mr. Standish 
provided instructions on how residents or business owners should convey their interest to 
the Board of Commissioners.   
 



 
Motion (Standish-Schaum) vote 5-1, Bell opposed, to award a contract to S & H 
Landscaping of Chalfont, PA, to perform specified improvements to Sandy Run 
Park.  The award includes the base bid, alternate #2 and alternate #3, for a total 
bid price of $221,159.74.  The base bid principally includes the removal and 
replacement of the existing fencing on the northeasterly side of the body of water, 
the elimination of evasive plant materials, the planting of trees and shrubs, and the 
installation of a stone parking lot.  Bid alternate #2 is the installation of a fishing 
pier, and alternate #3 is the construction of a bridge between the meadow and the 
fishing pier.  Alternate #1, which was not awarded, includes the slit seeding of the 
existing meadow, and alternate #4, also not awarded, includes parking lot lighting 
and lighting at the fishing pier.   Mr. Standish noted that the project is being 
funded through the Montgomery County Open Space Grant Program with a 20% 
match from Springfield Township.  On August 28, 2012, the Board of 
Commissioners received 7 bids for this project. 

 
 Ms. Peirce, Chairwoman of Library Committee, had no report. 
  
 Mr. Harbison, Chairman of Cultural Resources Committee, had no report. 
 
 Mr. Harbison reported on behalf of Mr. Dailey, Chairman of the Zoning 
Committee: 
 
 Mr. Harbison announced that the Zoning Hearing Board will meet on Monday 
evening, September 24, 2012 at 7:00 PM in the Springfield Township Building.  Mr. 
Harbison summarized the Zoning Hearing Board agenda. 
 
 Mr. Bell, Chairman of Community Development Committee, reported: 
 

Motion (Bell-Standish) carried unanimously to approve the subdivision plan of 
Pietro and Elsa Bosca, 27 Bysher Avenue, dated January 18, 2012, last revised 
August 13, 2012.  The approval was conditioned upon the following conditions 
and waivers:  (1) the applicants shall comply with the review comments of the 
Township Engineer in a letter dated August 17, 2012,  (2) a waiver was granted to 
the Township Code Section 95-10.A. requiring Bysher Avenue to be widened 
from 24 feet to 30 feet, and (3) a waiver is granted to Item C of the Springfield 
Township Subdivision and Land Development Plan checklist which requires 
existing features within 200 feet of the site be included on the subdivision plan. In 
lieu of this requirement, the Township accepted an aerial photograph of the area. 

 
 



 Mr. Bell announced that during the month of August, Springfield Township 
residents recycled 227.7 tons of materials with a householder participation rate of 75.9%.  
The net cost for the month was $5,622.73. 
 
 Mr. Gillies remarked that he was pleased the Township would have another 
property being utilized as a passive park.  Members of the Board have been considering 
improvements at the Sandy Run Park for ten to twelve years.  He noted that Montgomery 
County had withdrawn most of their funding through the County Open Space Program, 
but they maintained the funding for the Sandy Run Park improvements. 
 
 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 PM. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       Donald E. Berger, Jr. 
       Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
  


