
MINUTES OF MEETING 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

SPRINGFIELD TOWNSHIP 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of Springfield Township met in regular monthly 
meeting on Wednesday evening, December 12, 2012 at 8:00 PM in the Springfield 
Township building for the purpose of transacting the general business of the Township.  
All members of the Board were present.  Mr. Gillies presided.   
 
 Mr. Gillies asked everyone to join the Board of Commissioners in a moment of 
silent reflection honoring the service men and women who have placed themselves in 
harm’s way in order to help preserve our safety. 
 
 Mr. Gillies led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Motion (Schaum-Peirce) carried unanimously dispensing with the reading of the 
minutes of the previous meeting and approving same as written and recorded in 
the official minute book of the Township.   

 
Correspondence 
 
 Mr. Gillies reported that at the November 2012 business meeting of the Board of 
Commissioners, Mr. and Mrs. Nero, 616 Haws lane, Oreland, discussed with the Board 
of Commissioners a letter they submitted to the Board on the erosion conditions in the 
creek directly adjacent to their residence.  As a result, the Board of Commissioners asked 
the office of the Township to review the conditions and report back to the Board.  Both 
Mr. Eisold and Mrs. Montgomery visited the site and reported that there were no unusual 
conditions within the creek nor had the Township performed any work in the creek that 
would have exacerbated the conditions.  The engineers reported that they discussed the 
property with representatives of the USDA, the agency sponsoring a creek stabilization 
project in the neighborhood.  Unfortunately, the USDA project had expired and no 
additional funds are available.  Based upon the information received by the Board of 
Commissioners, the Board indicated they would not be taking any action to stabilize the 
creek bank at 616 Haws Lane until such time as other funding opportunities become 
available.  
 
 Genie McClintock, 17 Brookside Road, addressed the Board of Commissioners 
and urged the Board to fund all three phases of the Terminal Avenue drainage project 
which will benefit the Brookside Road neighborhood. 
 
 Anna and Michael Nero and Aubrey Meyers, 616 Haws Lane, addressed the 
Board of Commissioners on their request for creek bank stabilization assistance.  The 
Neros indicated that Mr. Schaum had visited the site and asked for his impressions.  Mr. 
Schaum indicated that the creek is indeed close to their residence.  Mr. Garrity was asked 
to provide a summary of the Township’s responsibility in creek stabilization.  Mr. Garrity 
indicated that the Township has no legal responsibility to manage meandering creeks 



within the Township.  Mr. Gillies indicated that the Township would consider looking for 
grant funding which may assist the Neros.  Mr. Meyers inquired what the Township does 
with developers proposing to build within the Township as it relates to stormwater 
management.  Mr. Gillies indicated that currently the developers are required to manage 
stormwater in excess of the stormwater runoff being created by the development.  Mr. 
Garrity explained that formal stormwater management was not a law in Pennsylvania 
until 1978, but since that time, municipalities have been controlling the rate of flow after 
construction to a comparable rate before construction.  Mr. Meyers suggested his belief 
that the erosion truly only began in the last couple of years.  Mr. Dailey relayed a similar 
experience downstream from the Neros at 117 East Mill Road, where the Township told 
the homeowners that the Township would not be stabilizing their embankments.  Mr. 
Meyers asked if the Township would contact the Pennsylvania Housing Financial 
Assistance Program to see if their programs would stabilize creek embankments.   
 
 Marie Kiessling, 507 Lorraine Avenue, discussed the municipal campus planning 
project as a long term planning study, but in the meantime, the Township has placed 
band-aids on the Township facilities.  She indicated she attended a recent municipal 
campus workshop meeting and did not believe that the solutions discussed would satisfy 
the majority of the Township.  She inquired whether the Township would consider 
purchasing a vacant property on Mermaid Lane for use by the Public Works Department.  
The Board indicated that would be considered if it was felt it would be best for the 
Township.  Mr. Harbison discussed a past effort between the Township and School 
District for the Township to purchase the School District bus garage with grant funds, 
and relocate the School District bus garage to a Mermaid Lane property.  Unfortunately, 
the property was not large enough to accommodate the School District’s need.  Mr. 
Standish also noted that he attended the recent municipal campus workshop meeting and 
was aware of the discussions at the meeting. 
 
 Mr. Gillies, Chairman of Internal Affairs Committee, reported: 
 

Motion (Gillies-Schaum) carried unanimously to approve the November check 
reconciliation in the amount of $617,669.11 and the December bill listing in the 
amount of $1,247,987.57. 

 
Mr. Gillies announced that the Board of Commissioners would be conducting a 

public hearing on the 2013 preliminary budget as part of the current business meeting.  In 
addition, the Board of Commissioners would be conducting a meeting on Wednesday, 
December 19, 2012 at 8:00 PM in the Springfield Township Building to adopt the final 
2013 Budget.    

 
The Board of Commissioners convened a public hearing in relation to the 2013 

budget.  Mr. Gillies announced that the Board of Commissioners has established a goal of 
creating a $1 million storwmater management fund to install stormwater management 
improvements throughout the Township.   

 



Mr. Gillies stated that the budget hearing was being held in compliance with 
Section 1701 of the Pennsylvania First Class Township Code, as last amended.  The sole 
purpose of the budget hearing is for the Board of Commissioners to receive public 
comment on the 2013 Preliminary Budget. 
 

The legal requirements associated with the public hearing have been met by 
publishing a Budget Notice in the Springfield Sun issues of November 16 and 23, 2012 
and making the budget available for public review in the Township Building and Library 
building. 

 
Mr. Gillies reviewed the budget statistics which included a balanced budget of 

$16,840,591.  The proposed real estate rate would be set at 3.584 mills, an earned income 
tax rate of 1.0 percent, with an annual refuse service fee of $197.72 per unit, and $5.41 
per 1,000 gallons of waste water treated for sanitary sewer service.   

 
The hearing was then open for testimony.  
 
Genie McClintock, 17 Brookside Road, asked if the Board of Commissioners 

would be voting on the drainage project that would benefit Brookside Road.  Mr. Dailey 
suggested that when the Board of Commissioners approves a budget, they would include 
capital improvement projects such as the Brookside Road project.  Mr. Gillies indicated 
that the Township is still considering how to proceed with financing projects like the 
Brookside Road project such as whether to borrow money, borrow from other Township 
funds, or raise taxes to pay for the improvements.  Mr. Bell began a discussion on various 
individual line items within the Budget and the appropriateness of the projected expenses.  
Mr. Schaum suggested that Mr. Bell spend time with Mr. Berger and staff to review the 
individual specific line items.  Ms. Peirce suggested that the current capital reserve fund 
has funds set aside for specific projects or programs and she does not wish to necessarily 
take that funding away from those projects. 

 
Mr. Gillies indicated that all testimony taken at the budget hearing would be 

considered by the Board of Commissioners.  A special meeting is scheduled to close the 
business of 2012 and adopt the 2013 budget of Springfield Township on December 19, 
2012 at 8:00 PM in the Township Building. 
 
 Mr. Dailey suggested that perhaps individual members of the Board become 
involved in the details of future budgeting and labor negotiations.  Ms. Peirce indicated 
that she is very confident in the work performed by staff on behalf of the Board in this 
regard.  Mr. Schaum stated that he has served on the Board with both Republican and 
Democratic Presidents of the Board, and at no time did any Boards wish to raise real 
estate taxes.  Mr. Berger made comment that he too has worked for Boards with a 
majority controlled by both political parties in good financial times and difficult financial 
times, and all the Boards have been consistent with their distaste for raising taxes.  Mr. 
Gillies inquired as to the value of the capital reserve fund at the end of 2012.  Mr. Berger 
suggested that that calculation has not been completed.  Mr. Harbison suggested that any 



Board members who wished to learn more about the budget process should spend time 
with staff to better understand the nature of the budgeting process. 
 
[The public hearing for the 2013 budget was closed]. 
 
 
 Mr. Gillies announced that the official board and agency meeting schedule for the 
year 2013 will be consistent with the meeting schedule of 2012.  The Board of 
Commissioners will meet on the Monday preceding the second Wednesday of each 
month at 7:30 PM in the Springfield Township Building, and once again on the second 
Wednesday of each month at 8:00 PM in the Springfield Township Building.  Copies of 
the meeting schedule were made available at the meeting.  
 

Motion (Gillies-Schaum) vote 6-1, Bell opposed, to enact Ordinance No. 920, an 
ordinance amending the Springfield Township Code Chapter 100, Taxation, by 
establishing the penalties, interest and fee schedule for the collection of 
delinquent real estate taxes.  Mr. Bell indicated that he was opposed to the 
ordinance because he felt that the Ordinance would place additional burdens on 
delinquent taxpayers, who will now be responsible to pay additional fees for the 
collection of the delinquent taxes.   Mr. Gillies explained that in the past, all fees 
necessary to collect delinquent taxes were the responsibility of the Township as 
opposed to the delinquent taxpayer.  Now the delinquent taxpayer will be 
responsible for those fees.  Mr. Standish indicated that each year there are a 
number of repeat delinquencies and he agrees that the delinquent taxpayer must 
pay for the collection of the taxes due rather than the Township.  
 

 Mr. Schaum, Chairman of Public Works and Safety Committees, reported: 
 
 Mr. Schaum announced that the Board has been made aware that a number of 
sales people from competitive electricity providers are currently soliciting business from 
Springfield Township residents in a door-to-door manner.  Township regulations require 
all persons engaging in peddling and soliciting to obtain a license from the Police 
Department.  Residents were encouraged to contact the Police Department in the event 
they are solicited by an individual who cannot produce a valid license, or if they observe 
any suspicious activity in their neighborhood.  
 
 Mr. Standish, Chairman of Human Resources Committee, had no report. 
 
 Ms. Peirce, Chairwoman of Library Committee, reported: 
 

Motion (Peirce-Standish) carried unanimously to reappoint Ramona Salotti and 
Marianne Sunderland to new three year terms of service as members of the 



Advisory Committee for the Free Library of Springfield Township.  The new 
terms of service shall expire December 31, 2015. 



 
 Mr. Dailey, Chairman of Zoning Committee, reported: 
 
 Mr. Dailey announced that the Zoning Hearing Board will not meet during the 
month of December 2012.  The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Zoning Hearing 
Board will be held on January 28, 2013 at 7:00 PM in the Springfield Township Building.   
 

Motion (Dailey-Harbison) carried unanimously to authorize the office of the 
Township Solicitor to represent the Board of Commissioners in all future Zoning 
Hearing Board meetings in opposition to the request of Philmont Christian 
Academy to establish a thrift store at 1100 E. Willow Grove Avenue, Wyndmoor.  
Mr. Dailey noted that the Solicitor attended the November 26 meeting of the 
Zoning Hearing Board to create a legal record and secure additional information 
on the application before the Zoning Hearing Board.  As a result of details of the 
application, the Board has decided to oppose the application. 
 
Motion (Dailey-Bell) vote 6-1, Schaum opposed, to televise the budget adoption 
meeting to be held on December 19, 2012. 

 
 J. T. Harbison, Chairman of Cultural Resources Committee, had no report. 
 
 Mr. Bell, Chairman of Community Development Committee, reported: 
 
 Mr. Bell announced that there is a vacancy on the Township Environmental 
Advisory Commission.  Any resident interested in serving on the Commission should 
send a letter of interest or resume to the Board of Commissioners at the Springfield 
Township Building, or through the Springfield Township website: 
www.springfieldmontco.org. 
 
 Mr. Bell indicated that the EAC advises the Board of Commissioners and other 
Township advisory committees on issues related to the management, use and protection 
of the Springfield Township environment.   
 
 Mr. Bell noted that during the month of November, Springfield Township 
residents recycled 212.8 tons of materials with a householder participation rate of 71.3%.  
The net cost for the month was $6,773.46. 
 
 Mr. Gillies introduced Jean Holland, Community Planner from the Montgomery 
County Planning Commission.  Ms. Holland is the County representative on the 
Springfield Township Planning Commission, and together the two Planning 
Commissions have been working to update the Comprehensive Plan for Springfield 
Township.  Ms. Holland indicated that the Comprehensive Plan update is about 90% 
completed, and it is at this point that the Planners would like additional input from the 



community and the Board of Commissioners.  Ms. Holland presented a powerpoint 
presentation which outlined the process by which the Planning Commissions have 
conducted the update, including four specific meetings designated for public input on the 
plan.  She noted that the framework of the Comprehensive Plan is to establish 
development patterns, community infrastructure investments, and sustainability of the 
community.  Sustainability was defined as how to maintain and improve upon what the 
community values.  The plan elements include such things as demographic information, 
land use, housing, community facilities, goals and objectives, open space, cultural 
resources and recommendations and implementation strategies.   At the conclusion of the 
lengthy presentation, Mr. Dailey inquired as to the timing of the Zoning Code update that 
has been assigned to the Planning Commission.  Ms. Holland did not have a specific date 
but indicated that that update would be rather time-consuming as it is customized for 
Springfield Township.  She did indicate that the Subdivision and Land Development 
Ordinance could be updated quicker because there are model ordinances available. 
 
 Mr. Gillies suggested to other members of the Board that the Township Engineer 
should continue to remain in contact with the Neros, of Haws Lane, with regard to the 
erosion in the creek adjacent to their property.  He also suggested that the Township 
reach out to the Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency to determine if that agency 
provides any assistance for creek erosion.  The Township may wish to also reach out to 
our elected State officials to ask for their assistance. 
 
 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:00 PM. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       Donald E. Berger, Jr.  
       Secretary 
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