
MINUTES OF MEETING 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

SPRINGFIELD TOWNSHIP 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of Springfield Township met in regular monthly 
meeting on Wednesday evening, August 14, 2013 at 8:00 PM in the Springfield Township 
Building for the purpose of transacting the general business of the Township.  All members 
of the Board were present.  Mr. Gillies presided. 
 
 Mr. Gillies asked everyone to join the Board of Commissioners in a moment of 
silent reflection honoring the service men and women who have placed themselves in 
harm’s way in order to help preserve our safety. 
 
 Mr. Gillies led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Motion (Schaum-Peirce) carried unanimously dispensing with the reading of the 
minutes of the previous meeting and approving same as written and recorded in the 
official minute book of the Township. 

 
 Mr. Gillies announced that at the request of counsel for Tavern Beverage 
Company, the public hearing scheduled to take place this evening to transfer a liquor 
license into Springfield Township for a proposed theater restaurant at 1844 Bethlehem 
Pike (Flourtown Shopping Center) had been postponed.  The public hearing will be 
rescheduled and may occur as early as September 11, 2013. 
 
 Genie McClintock, 17 Brookside Road, remarked on the amount of stormwater 
within Brookside Road as a result of the storm event on the day prior to the meeting.  She 
believed that one house on Brookside Road had stormwater enter the dwelling.  She 
encouraged the Board of Commissioners to move forward with the Montgomery 
Avenue/Terminal Avenue drainage project. 
 
 Christine Hesser, 127 Orlemann Avenue, presented the Board of Commissioners 
with a petition expressing opposition to the Cheltenham Transportation bus depot at the 
Tank Car Corporation property on Walnut Avenue.  Ms. Hesser discussed her interest in a 
traffic study as well as enforcement of the existing stop work order.  Mr. Gillies indicated 
that the injunction hearing had been continued to August 27, 2013.   He also noted that a 
traffic study would be considered as a part of the land development review process.  Mr. 
Garrity confirmed that the stop work order was still in place for the subject property.  
 
 Margaret Mary Burke, Orlemann Avenue, noted that she is still in the process of 
gathering signatures for the petition presented to the Board of Commissioners by Ms. 
Hesser.  She also noted the continuance of the injunction hearing until August 27. She 
inquired whether the Township would consider conducting a traffic study with regard to 
the proposed development if a land development is not required by the Courts.  She also 
inquired whether the Cheltenham Township School District is aware of the ongoing 
litigation.  It was noted that the Cheltenham School District business manager participated 
in an earlier injunction hearing.  
 



 Rita Ford, Glenn Circle and Brookside Road, addressed the Board of 
Commissioners and noted her understanding that the proposed stormwater work at 
Montgomery Avenue and Terminal Avenue was to redirect the stormwater away from 
Brookside Road.  Ms. Peirce wished to clarify that the creation of stormwater storage at 
8911 Montgomery Avenue would not make a significant difference in stormwater 
conditions downstream of that property.  Mr. Gillies noted that the basin discussed for 
possible creation above Carlisle Road will be of greater assistance in the watershed, and 
the Township plans to work with the adjacent neighbors to secure the requisite easements.  
 
 Joan Schick, 18 Brookside Road, asked for confirmation that the Board was still 
considering the benefits of stormwater storage at 8911 Montgomery Avenue. 
 
 Margaret Mary Burke, Orlemann Avenue, readdressed the Board of Commissioners 
regarding her interest that the Township Zoning Code be updated.  Mr. Berger indicated 
that the Board of Commissioners is in the process of finalizing an update of the 
Comprehensive Plan, and that the Comprehensive Plan is the backbone of any Zoning 
Code updates.  Upon completion of the Comprehensive Plan update, consideration can be 
given to updating the Township Zoning Code.  Ms. Burke inquired whether the neighbors 
could participate in making suggestions on changes to the Zoning Code. 
 
 Gary Pogue, 1716 Walnut Avenue, addressed the Board of Commissioners with 
regard to the Tank Car Corporation property.  He noted that during the recent heavy rain, a 
significant amount of stormwater runoff left the Tank Car site, some of which drained 
towards his property.  He also noted that he understood that the Tank Car Corporation 
property was zoned Industrial.  He remarked that the recent resurfacing of Walnut Avenue 
seemed to have an odd timing given the bus activity.  Mr. Dailey addressed that comment 
and stated that the recent surface treatment placed on Walnut Avenue was not done to 
accommodate the potential bus depot.  He explained that the Director of Public Works, 
while creating his budget in July and August of 2012, created a tentative list of streets for 
resurfacing and surface treatment.  The Board of Commissioners then approved the budget 
requests in December.  Mr. Pogue acknowledged that the property owner of the Tank Car 
Corporation has rights to utilize their property, and inquired about the rights of local 
residents.  He outlined his concerns for stormwater runoff, noise, and traffic safety.  Mr. 
Pogue concluded his comments with regard to the possible need to park vehicles on 
Walnut Avenue.  It is hoped that on-street parking would not be restricted to accommodate 
the bus activities.  
 
 Jim Coll, Integrity Avenue, inquired whether there were any restrictions on the 
number of buses that could be housed at the Tank Car Corporation property.  Mr. Dailey 
indicated that those considerations are a part of the land development process.  He also 
briefly discussed the Giuliani Zoning Hearing Board decision and how that case impacted 
consideration of the immediate issues at the Tank Car Corporation.  
 
 Mark Ruben, Integrity Avenue, understood that the Tank Car property is an EPA 
clean-up site and asked if any of the testing information was available.  Mr. Rubin was told 
that this information was available on the US EPA website.  Mr. Gillies noted that any 
future improvements on the property must also be reviewed by the US EPA.  Mr. Rubin 
inquired whether any future testing would be conducted onsite.   Ms. Peirce suggested that 



the Township secure information from the US EPA related to the routine testing and the 
results.  Mr. Garrity clarified that the interest of the US EPA and the Township related to 
land development and future improvements are separate, and it was his opinion that 
nothing that the judge orders with regard to the Township’s interest with the land 
development will impact the interest of the US EPA. 
 
 Ellen Friel, 119 Orlemann Avenue, inquired whether there was a process by which 
the Township could add a disclaimer with regard to any future use of the property.  She 
also expressed interest in the testing of environmental concerns within the existing 
buildings. 
 
 Dennis Jacoby, 139 Orlemann Avenue, thanked the Board of Commissioners, 
Township Solicitor and Township Manager for their time and efforts with regard to the 
community’s interest in the Tank Car Corporation property.   
 
 Mr. Gillies, Chairman of Internal Affairs Committee, reported: 
  

Motion (Gillies-Peirce) carried unanimously to approve the July check 
reconciliation in the amount of $600,562.18, and the August bill listing in the 
amount of $918,444.49. 
 
Motion (Gillies-Schaum) carried unanimously to adopt Resolution No. 1304, a 
resolution authorizing a lease purchase agreement with TD Bank for the purchase 
of three multi-function office machines for $23,792.40.  The term of the lease is 48 
months at a fixed rate of 3.85%. 

 
 Mr. Schaum, Chairman of Public Works and Safety Committees, reported: 
 

Motion (Schaum-Standish) carried unanimously to award a contract to SDL 
Construction LLC, of Orwigsburg, PA, for their low bid price of $218,760 to 
demolish and remove up to twelve single family detached dwellings in the 400 and 
500 blocks of Hemlock Road, Flourtown.   Mr. Schaum noted that on July 31, 
2013, the Township opened five sealed bids for this project.  The bids ranged from 
a low of $218,760 to a high of $453,800.  The project is in conjunction with, and 
being funded through, the PEMA Hazard Mitigation Grant Program.  

 
Motion (Schaum-Dailey) carried unanimously to accept a letter of resignation dated 
July 30, 2013 from Robert C. McGrory as a member of the Springfield Township 
Police Civil Service Commission.  Mr. McGrory indicated his need to resign his 
position was a result of relocating from Springfield Township.  Mr. Schaum 
outlined the past service of Mr. McGrory to the Springfield Township community, 
which included seven years on the Police Civil Service Commission, where he also 
served in the capacity as Chairman of the Commission.  Prior to that Mr. McGrory 
served ten years as a member of the Board of Commissioners, also serving as the 
President of the Board.  Mr. Schaum, on behalf of the Board of Commissioners, 



thanked Mr. McGrory for his service to the community and wished him and his 
wife Carolyn best of luck in their new home.  
 
Motion (Schaum-Bell) carried unanimously to appoint Marc Perry to fill the current 
vacancy on the Springfield Township Police Civil Service Commission.  Mr. 
Perry’s term of service shall expire July 16, 2014.   It was noted that Mr. Perry is 
currently serving as one of the alternate members of the Springfield Township 
Police Civil Service Commission. 

 
Motion (Schaum-Dailey) carried unanimously to reappoint James Kolea to a new 
six year term of service as an alternate member of the Springfield Township Police 
Civil Service Commission.  Mr. Kolea’s new term of service shall expire July 16, 
2019. 

 
Motion (Schaum-Bell) carried unanimously to extend a conditional offer of 
employment as a probationary police officer with the Springfield Township Police 
Department to Josh Wilson, of Randolph Avenue, in Fort Washington, PA.  The 
conditions of the appointment include successfully passing a medical examination, 
as well as a psychological examination.  The actual employment date will be 
scheduled upon completion of the noted examinations. 

 
Motion (Schaum-Bell) carried unanimously to extend a conditional offer of 
employment as a probationary police officer with the Springfield Township Police 
Department to Nelson Whitney III, of Rutledge Court, in North Wales, PA.  The 
conditions of the appointment include successfully passing a medical examination, 
as well as a psychological examination.  The actual employment date will be 
scheduled upon completion of the noted examinations. 
 
Motion (Schaum-Dailey) carried unanimously to extend a conditional offer of 
employment as a probationary police officer with the Springfield Township Police 
Department to Christian Wilbur, of Cricket Avenue, Ardsley, PA.  The conditions 
of the appointment include successfully passing a medical examination, as well as a 
psychological examination.  The actual employment date will be scheduled upon 
completion of the noted examinations. 

 
 Mr. Dailey noted it was a difficult decision when selecting the appointments from 
the available candidates.  He asked that the next highest candidate be considered for 
appointment when the need arises. 
 

Motion (Schaum-Peirce) carried unanimously to amend Section 107-35, Schedule 
XII, Special Purpose Parking Zones, by rescinding the handicap parking space 
located on the south side of Hemlock Road, from a point 300 feet east of its 
intersection with Sycamore Lane to a point 22 feet easterly thereof.  

 



Motion (Schaum-Standish) carried unanimously to amend Section 107-35, 
Schedule XII, Special Purpose Parking Zones, by creating a handicapped parking 
space on the west side of Pleasant Avenue 379 feet north of its intersection with 
Elm Street to a point 22 feet northerly thereof. 

 
 Mr. Standish, Chairman of Human Resources Committee, had no report. 
 
 Ms. Peirce, Chairwoman of Library Committee, had no report. 
 

Mr. Dailey, Chairman of Zoning Committee, reported: 
 
 Mr. Dailey announced that the Zoning Hearing Board would not meet during the 
month of August.  The next scheduled meeting of the Zoning Hearing Board will be 
Monday evening, September 23, 2013 at 7:00 PM in the Springfield Township Building.  
 
 Mr. Dailey stated that in June of this year, the Board of Commissioners updated the 
Township Ordinance regulating peddling and solicitation in the Township.  In addition to 
bringing the regulations up to date with Federal laws, the new ordinance created a “No 
Solicitation” registry.   Mr. Dailey provided direction on how residents can be listed on the 
No Solicitation registry including the use of the Township website. 
 
 Mr. Harbison, Chairman of Cultural Resources Committee, reported: 
 

Motion (Harbison-Schaum) carried unanimously to reappoint Peter Wilson, 
Thomas McClelland, and Susan Yeager to new three year terms of service as 
members of the Springfield Township Shade Tree Commission.   The new terms of 
service shall expire July 13, 2016.  

 
 Mr. Bell, Chairman of Community Development Committee, reported: 
 
 Mr. Bell announced that during the month of July, Springfield Township residents 
recycled 186.6 tons of materials with a householder participation rate of 61.5%.  The net 
cost for the month was $9,316.79. 
 
 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:10 PM. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       Donald E. Berger, Jr. 
       Secretary 
 
 


