
MINUTES OF MEETING 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

SPRINGFIELD TOWNSHIP 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of Springfield Township met in regular monthly 
meeting on Wednesday evening, January 8, 2014 at 8:00 PM in the Springfield Township 
Building for the purpose of transacting the general business of the Township.  All 
members of the Board were present with the exception of Mr. Bell.  Mr. Dailey presided.   
 
 Mr. Dailey asked everyone to join the Board of Commissioners in a moment of 
silent reflection honoring the service men and women who have placed themselves in 
harm’s way in order to help preserve our safety.   
 
 Mr. Dailey led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Motion (Schaum-Gillies) carried unanimously dispensing with the reading of the 
minutes of the previous meeting and approving same as written and recorded in 
the official minute book of the Township.  

 
 Mr. Dailey noted that Mr. Bell was unable to attend this evening’s meeting due to 
a personal commitment.  
 
 An announcement was made that later in the regular monthly business, the Board 
would conduct a public hearing to receive detailed information and public comment on 
the request of Acme Markets Inc., 1640 Bethlehem Pike, Flourtown, to transfer a retail 
restaurant liquor license from another Montgomery County municipality into Springfield 
Township.  The restaurant liquor license is desired to be utilized in conjunction with a 
planned café at the Acme store on Bethlehem Pike, Flourtown.   
 

Motion (Dailey-Gillies) carried unanimously to adopt Resolution No. 1319, a 
resolution recognizing the contributions and outstanding leadership of Robert C. 
McGrory, past member of the Springfield Township Board of Commissioners.  
Mr. Dailey personally thanked Mr. McGrory for his guidance over the years.  Mr. 
McGrory was asked to join Mr. Dailey at the front of the room.  Mr. Dailey read 
into the record Resolution No. 1319.   Mr. McGrory thanked the Board of 
Commissioners for honoring his service to the Township through the adoption of 
a resolution.  Mr. McGrory also made comments with regard to his service on the 
Board, and personal relationships created as a result of his service.   

 
 Genie McClintock, 17 Brookside Road, requested a status report with regard to 
the Carlisle Road detention basin project.  Ms. McClintock was informed that the office 
of the Township Engineer has scheduled a survey of the area.  She was also informed that 
the Terminal Avenue drainage project was on schedule and may be placed out to bid in 
mid-January. 



 
 Mr. Dailey, Chairman of Zoning Committee, reported: 
 

Mr. Dailey announced that the Board of Commissioners organized on Monday 
evening, January 6, 2014, through the election of officers and the designation of the 
financial institution of the Township.  Mr. Dailey reviewed the following elections or 
appointments:  
 
 President of the Board – James E. Dailey 
 Vice President of the Board – Thomas G. Bell 
 Township Secretary/Manager – Donald E. Berger, Jr. 
 Township Solicitor – James J. Garrity, Wisler Pearlstine law offices 
 Township Engineer – Mark W. Eisold, Boucher & James Engineers 
 Chairperson of Vacancy Board – Rachele Foley 
 Township Depository – Toronto Dominion/TD Bank 
 
 Mr. Dailey also noted that the Board of Commissioners will consider the 
appointment of a Township treasurer at such time as the Board has a better understanding 
of the duties of the Township treasurer.  Mr. Dailey also announced the various Township 
Commissioner liaison assignments to the various boards, commissions or committees of 
the Township. 
 
 An announcement was made that the Zoning Hearing Board did not receive any 
petitions last month and therefore will not conduct a meeting during the month of 
January.  The next regularly scheduled meeting for the Zoning Hearing Board will be 
Monday, February 24, 2014 at 7:00 PM in the Springfield Township Building. 
 

Motion (Dailey-Gillies) carried unanimously to reappoint Edward Fox to a new 
three year term of service as a member of the Springfield Township Zoning 
Hearing Board.  Mr. Fox’s term of service shall expire December 31, 2016. 

 
 Mr. Schaum, Chairman of Public Works and Public Safety Committees, reported: 
 
 Mr. Schaum began by congratulating Mr. Dailey for being elected as the Board 
President.   
 

Motion (Schaum-Gillies) vote 5-1, Wilson opposed, to engage the professional 
services of AUS Consultants, of Camp Hill, PA, to perform a valuation study for 
the Township sanitary sewer system consistent with their proposal letter of 
October 30, 2013.  The purpose of the study is to understand the value of the 
sewer system while considering the sale, leasing or retention of the system.  The 
cost of the study is estimated at $38,500, and shall not exceed $42,500.   
 
Mr. Wilson opined that the study is expensive and he did not believe that the 

study would bear any fruit with regard to an understanding of the value of the sanitary 
sewer system. 



 
Mr. Schaum announced that at approximately 10:30 PM on Saturday, January 4, 

2014, eight fire companies responded to a fire at the Acme shopping center.  200 
firefighters attacked the fire on a very cold evening and no injuries were sustained by the 
firefighters.  The fire adversely affected five businesses.  Mr. Schaum called out the 
dedication of the volunteer fire companies who responded, as well as the Township 
Public Works Department who provided support to the fire companies even after working 
through the previous night during a snow storm.  

  
 Mr. Gillies, Chairman of Internal Affairs Committee, reported: 
 

Motion (Gillies-Schaum) carried unanimously to approve the December check 
reconciliation in the amount of $1,411,340.60 and the January bill listing in the 
amount of $619,683.00. 

 
Motion (Gillies-Standish) carried unanimously to place $150,000 of the estimated 
$422,000 general fund surplus from 2013 into a designated stormwater 
management fund. 

  
Mr. Standish, Chairman of Human Resources Committee, had no report.  

 
 Mr. Standish reported on behalf of Mr. Bell, Chairman of Community 
Development Committee: 
 

Motion (Standish-Schaum) carried unanimously that in conjunction with a request 
from the applicant and consistent with Section 512.1 of the Pennsylvania 
Municipalities Planning Code, the Board of Commissioners waive the formal land 
development review process for the Flourtown Acme Market, 1640 Bethlehem 
Pike, Flourtown.  The land development involves interior renovations necessary 
to create a café, construct a new means of ingress and egress for the café, and 
modification to the existing off-street parking adjacent to the new ingress and 
egress.  The Acme plans to convert approximately 1,528 sq. ft. of the existing 
floor area for the café patron area, and an additional 1,320 sq. ft. as a shared 
service area for the café.  The café will seat 30 patrons.  The waiver of the formal 
land development review process was conditioned upon: (1) all representations 
made by Acme Markets before the Springfield Township Planning Commission 
and the Board of Commissioners, (2) statements in a letter dated October 15, 2013 
from Kerrigan McKay, Senior Real Estate Manager for Acme Markets, and (3) 
the accompanying building plans, page 1, titled Acme Savon, dated August 12, 
2013, page 2, titled Record Plan Acme Project #A01624, and page 3, plan titled 
Acme Markets Inc., and a site plan dated September 13, 2013 related to the off-
street parking spaces.  

 
Motion (Standish-Gillies) carried unanimously to approve the land development 
plan of Cheltenham Transportation LLC, 50 Oreland Mill Road, Oreland, dated 
October 11, 2013.  The subject of the land development is related to planned 



improvements to the subject property in association with the conduct of a school 
bus depot.  The land development approval is subject to the following conditions:  
(1) the applicant shall resolve all outstanding issues found in a letter dated 
November 25, 2013 from the Township Engineer, except as specifically 
referenced in this motion, (2) it was determined that the security light poles and 
fencing may encroach into the required buffer areas as the public safety benefits 
shall take precedence over the accommodation of the buffering for the light poles 
and fencing, (3) it has been determined that the existing off-street parking 
materials are paved, dust-free all-weather surface but must be maintained 
accordingly, (4) the creation of a traffic impact study for the use will be deferred 
until such time as the number of buses maintained on site exceeds 100, or the use 
includes another contract for school bus services, (5) the Township shall defer the 
installation of concrete curbs and sidewalks along Oreland Mill Road until such 
time designated by the Board of Commissioners, (6) applicant shall create 
physical improvements so as to maintain emergency access from Lynn Avenue 
into the site, (7) the subject land development plan is limited to the operation of 
this facility for a number of school buses not to exceed 100; to the extent the 
applicant wishes to exceed 100 buses, a revised land development application 
shall be required, (8) the applicant shall post financial security for any required 
improvements associated with the land development plan in a form suitable to the 
Township Solicitor, and (9) the applicant shall secure all requisite State and local 
permits required for the construction and installation of any planned 
improvements. 

 
Motion (Standish-Schaum) vote 5-1, Wilson opposed, that in conjunction with 
Section 512.1 of the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code, the Board of 
Commissioners waive the formal land development review process for a 
development known as The Springfield, 1800 Bethlehem Pike, Flourtown.  The 
subject of the land development is the renovation of the existing Springfield Hotel 
in order to convert the existing first floor into offices and one apartment unit, and 
to convert the second and third floors from boarding rooms into apartment units.  
The renovation project also anticipates the demolition of a small rear addition to 
the main building, and the demolition of an existing free-standing garage building 
to the rear of the main structure.  The demolition of the addition and the garage 
enhances the existing off-street parking facilities for the proposal.  The waiver is 
conditioned upon the following: (1) applicant must comply with all 
representations made to the Springfield Township Planning Commission and the 
Board of Commissioners as it relates to the renovation project, (2) the renovations 
and site improvements are consistent with the proposal entitled “The Springfield”, 
created by Morrissey Design LLC, undated but presented to the Springfield 
Township Planning Commission on December 17, 2013,  (3) the applicants shall 
provide exterior lighting in compliance with the Springfield Township Code, (4) 
the applicant shall secure approval for the appropriate placement of the refuse 
dumpster on site, (5) the applicant shall provide details on an access agreement 
with the adjacent property owner of 1810 Bethlehem Pike, (6) applicant shall 
provide a buffer/visual barrier between the parking lot and Springfield Avenue, 



(7) the applicant shall secure a favorable decision by the Building Code Board of 
Appeals as it relates to permission to construct apartment units less than 800 sq. 
ft. in size, as required by the Springfield Township Building Code, and (8) the 
applicant shall secure all requisite State and local permits for the construction of 
all planned improvements.     

 
 Mr. Wilson indicated that the reason he voted in opposition to the motion was that 
from his preliminary review of the change in use, he believed a waiver to the formal 
review process was not appropriate.  
 
 Mr. Harbison, Chairman of Cultural Resources Committee, reported: 
 
 Mr. Harbison announced that during the month of December, Springfield 
Township residents recycled 243.0 tons of recyclable materials with a householder 
participation rate of 79.7%.  The net cost for the month was $4,961.02.  For the year 
2013, the Township set a goal of recycling 2,595 tons of materials, and came within 4% 
of that goal.  While the total tonnage recycled did not meet the Township goal, the 
participation rate by the households exceeded expectations. 77.2% of the Springfield 
Township households participated in the recycling program on a weekly basis.  It was 
noted that not all households need their recyclables collected on a weekly basis. 
 

Motion (Harbison-Schaum) carried unanimously to authorize a letter be sent to 
the Montgomery County Planning Commission in support of incorporating the 
Sandy Run Watershed Stormwater Management Plan into the more 
comprehensive Wissahickon Creek Watershed Stormwater Management Plan.   

 
 Mr. Harbison stated that as Mr. Wilson assumes his role as a Township 
Commissioner, he will resign from his position as a member of the Springfield Township 
Shade Tree Commission.  As a result, a vacancy will be created on the Shade Tree 
Commission.  Any resident interested in serving on the Shade Tree Commission should 
send a letter of interest or resume to the Board of Commissioners at the Township 
Building or via the Township website, www.springfieldmontco.org.  Mr. Harbison 
described the duties of the Shade Tree Commission 
 
 Mr. Wilson, Chairman of Library Committee, reported: 
 

Motion (Wilson-Gillies) carried unanimously to reappoint Jack FitzSimmons and 
Joan Parsons to new three year terms of service as members of the Springfield 
Township Library Advisory Committee.  The new three year terms of service 
shall expire December 31, 2016. 

 
 Mr. Wilson announced that there is currently a vacancy on the Springfield 
Township Environmental Advisory Commission.   Mr. Wilson outlined the duties of the 
Commission, as well as the meeting schedule of the EAC.  Residents interested in serving 
on the Commission were instructed to send a letter of interest or resume to the Board of 



Commissioners at the Springfield Township Building, or through the Springfield 
Township website.  
 
 Rita Ford, Windsor Road, asked the Board for more explanation with regard to 
the hiring of a consultant to review the sanitary sewer system.  Mr. Dailey indicated that 
the Board of Commissioners is weighing options on whether to sell, lease or maintain 
ownership of the sanitary sewer system, and in doing so wishes to understand the true 
value of the system.   
 
 The Board of Commissioners recessed the public meeting to conduct a public 
hearing with regard to the liquor license transfer related to the Acme Markets Inc., 1640 
Bethlehem Pike, Flourtown.   
 
 The Board of Commissioners reconvened the public meeting. 
 

Motion (Dailey-Schaum) carried unanimously to adopt Resolution No. 1320, a 
resolution authorizing the transfer of a PA Liquor Control Board Restaurant 
Liquor License No. R-2124, with conditions, from Cheltenham Township, 
Montgomery County, to Acme Markets Inc., 1640 Bethlehem Pike, Flourtown, 
Springfield Township, Montgomery County.  The conditions included: (1) no 
music, announcement or other broadcasting shall be permitted outside of the 
building, (2) no beer may be sold from the restaurant for on-site consumption 
prior to 10:00 AM Sunday through Saturday, and (3) as a part of the Acme 
Markets Inc. application to the Liquor Control Board and in connection with any 
approval of the proposed inter-municipal transfer of Restaurant Liquor License 
No. R-2124 by the Liquor Control Board, Acme Markets Inc. shall enter into a 
conditional license agreement with the Liquor Control Board incorporating the 
aforementioned conditions as conditions of Acme Markets Inc.’s use of 
Restaurant License No. R-2124 in Springfield Township.  
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:15 PM. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       Donald E. Berger, Jr. 
       Secretary 
 


