
MINUTES OF MEETING 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

SPRINGFIELD TOWNSHIP 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of Springfield Township met in regular monthly meeting 
on Wednesday evening, June 10, 2015 at 8:15 PM in the Springfield Township Building for the 
purpose of transacting the general business of the Township.  All members of the Board were 
present with the exception of Mr. Dailey.  Vice President Schaum presided. 
 
 Mr. Schaum announced that Mr. Dailey was unable to attend this evening’s meeting due 
to a family emergency.   
 
 Mr. Schaum asked everyone to join the Board of Commissioners in a moment of silent 
reflection honoring the service men and women who have placed themselves in harm’s way in 
order to help preserve our safety. 
 
 Mr. Schaum led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
Special Reports 
 
 Mr. Schaum noted that the Board of Commissioners was pleased to announce that the 
Township recently completed a comprehensive website update.  In addition to a new look 
website, the update includes a responsive feature for all mobile devices to gain better access to 
the Township website.   
 
 Mr. Schaum stated that over the past several years, the Board of Commissioners had 
focused efforts on improving stormwater management in the Brookside Road neighborhood.  Mr. 
Schaum provided an account of those efforts which included: (1) Township constructed a large 
swale on the Mount Saint Joseph Academy property to direct overland stormwater away from the 
properties on the north side of Brookside Road, (2) the stormwater detention basin located by the 
softball field at the Mount Saint Joseph Academy was reconstructed by the Township, (3) the 
Township secured cooperation from Saint Joseph Villa to construct a larger than necessary 
detention basin for their new parking lot adjacent to their facility, (4) the Township encouraged 
PennDOT to open the mouths of the existing stormwater inlets along Bethlehem Pike, (5) the 
Township constructed phase I of the Terminal Avenue storm sewer project, (6) the Township 
studied the feasibility of constructing a stormwater facility at 8911 Montgomery Avenue, 
however, it was determined that no meaningful benefits would be realized, (7) the Township 
studied the feasibility of performing stormwater detention at Cisco Park and Hillcrest Pond under 
multiple scenarios; it was determined that no meaningful benefits would be realized with those 
efforts, (8) the Township submitted a Community Development Block Grant application to 
Montgomery County to install stormwater sewers along Brookside Road; this application is still 
pending, (9) the Township conducted two neighborhood meetings to solicit interest from 
residents located within the floodplain to participate in the Federal Flood Hazard Mitigation 
Assistance Program.  This program provides funding to relocate families from the floodplain.  
The Township also committed a 25% local match to those residents interested in the program.  
The application period is still open for Brookside Road properties, but the Township must know 



of the interest of the residents by the end of June, (10) the Township studied the feasibility of 
constructing a stormwater detention basin behind Carlisle Road and Montgomery Avenue 
properties; the benefit cost ratio for the $800,000 project is not favorable, (11)  the second and 
third phases of the Terminal Avenue stormwater drainage project are still pending, but the 
Township is awaiting calculations from the office of the Township Engineer on potential benefits 
of proceeding and demonstrable evidence whether phase I of this project has achieved the goals 
of the project, (12) sanitary sewer dry weather flow monitoring was completed and three sources 
of inflow and infiltration within the sanitary sewer system were repaired, (13) the Township 
installed inflow/infiltration caps in all private sanitary sewer laterals along the MS3 sanitary 
sewer line (Erdenheim and Wyndmoor) to prevent inflow through the sanitary sewer vents. 
 
 Michael Maxwell, 45 Brookside Road, addressed the Board and asked why the 
information on Brookside Road was not advertised.  Mr. Berger indicated that the matter was a 
last minute suggestion and the Board of Commissioners did not receive the information until 
Monday evening.  Mr. Maxwell inquired whether the Township could re-create a construction 
management schedule for work associated with Brookside Road.  The Board of Commissioners 
previously asked that that be accomplished.  Mr. Maxwell noted that PennDOT had opened the 
mouths of the stormwater inlets along Bethlehem Pike a little bit, but suggested that the 
Township install grate style inlets in Bethlehem Pike.  Mr. Maxwell was informed that that is the 
responsibility of PennDOT and the Township had previously asked for that work to be 
completed.  Finally, Mr. Maxwell wished to note that efforts to improve stormwater along 
Brookside Road began in 2008.  Several commissioners made comment on the effort by the 
Township to create a list of issues to be addressed in the Brookside Road neighborhood and the 
fact that many of those projects have been completed.  
 
 Genie McClintock, Brookside Road, inquired whether a list would be created of projects 
related to Brookside Road for future reference.  She was informed that such a list has recently 
been updated and she is welcomed to a copy.   
 
 Joan Schick, 18 Brookside Road, suggested that the Board of Commissioners previously 
discussed the creation of a stormwater management committee and asked if any further 
consideration would be given to same.  She also inquired whether minutes of the Board of 
Commissioners meetings were posted on the website, and she was informed that they are posted 
on the website.  Ms. Schick also asked what the impact might be on the Paper Mill Run behind 
Brookside Road with all the stormwater improvements placing water in the Paper Mill Run.  Mr. 
Berger stated that the Township Engineer informed the Board that the current efforts will place 
the stormwater from the lower portion of the watershed in the Paper Mill Run and have it exit the 
neighborhood prior to additional stormwater entering the same area from the upper portions of 
the watershed.  
 
 Christine Hesser, Orlemann Avenue, asked for an approximate timeline with regard to the 
review of the Cheltenham Transportation bus depot land development plan for the Tank Car 
Corporation property.  Mr. Garrity explained that there is a mandatory 90 day plan review period 
that begins at the first scheduled Planning Commission meeting, or in 30 days, whichever is 
sooner.  
 



 Margaret Mary Burke, Orlemann Avenue, suggested that the Township review the 
possibilities of placing a bike/pedestrian lane on Walnut Avenue leading to the Sandy Run Park.  
The Board agreed to have the police department review same.  She also suggested the 
importance of the Commissioner liaison to attend the various advisory committee meetings of 
the Township.  Mr. Schaum indicated that Board members attempt to have another commissioner 
substitute for them when they are unable to attend the meeting.  He also noted that a Township 
staff member is normally in attendance at the advisory committee meetings.  Mr. Gillies wished 
to point out that the Commissioner liaison is not at the advisory committee meetings to drive the 
discussion but they do occasionally participate in the discussions.   Ms. Burke asked if the 
Planning Commission meeting minutes that are posted on the website could be updated to be 
more current.  Finally, Ms. Burke asked that the Township continue to view the lighting concerns 
of Mr. Supplee related to the existing Cheltenham Transportation bus depot. 
 
 Torre Vecchione, 315 Paper Mill Road, discussed the pending changes in the Industrial 
zoning district.  He asked if the uses on the property would be permitted to continue if the zoning 
changes were made.  Mr. Garrity suggested that the uses could continue and would even 
continue if there was a change in ownership.   Mr. Vecchione asked if the Township modified or 
reduced the setback requirements in the new Limited Industrial zoning district.  He was informed 
that they were indeed reduced.  With regard to deliveries to the industrial properties, Mr. 
Vecchione asked if that truck traffic would be permitted to continue.  Mr. Garrity stated that it 
could continue to a permitted or non-conforming use.  With regard to uses prohibited in the 
Industrial zoning district, he asked the Board to consider adding the word “excessive” as it 
related to offensive activities in that zoning district. 
 
 Howard Supplee, Orlemann Avenue, asked if the Board of Commissioners would review 
the occasional existence of a flatbed tow truck that parks on Walnut Avenue near Orlemann 
Avenue due to its size and concern for the safety of area motorists. 
 
 Janeen Crawford, Sandy Hill Road, asked if she could have a copy of the billboard 
agreement between the Township and the billboard owner.  She was informed that a copy will be 
forwarded to her attention.  She also indicated that there is interest in the community to create 
one-way traffic on Sandy Hill Road up from Church Road to Willow Grove Avenue.   
 

Mr. Garrity was asked to provide an update on the situation surrounding the billboard 
placed on route 309 expressway.  Mr. Garrity noted that the billboard was activated over the 
Memorial Day weekend without permission.  The Township met with the owner and expressed 
concern for the height and size of the billboard, as well as the landscaping, both on Sandy Hill 
Road and at the billboard site.  Until such time as those issues are resolved, the owner has agreed 
to turn off the face of the billboard that faces northbound traffic at 7:30 PM.  Ms. Crawford 
acknowledged that most of the graffiti on the sound barrier wall at the route 309 expressway was 
removed, but there still is a little remaining.   

 
Adina Birnbaum, West Mill Road, addressed the Board and asked what Commissioners 

were involved in the discussions with the billboard operator.  She was informed that Messrs. 
Gillies, Dailey and Schaum were involved.  She noted that Mr. Gillies received a $10,200 
donation of in-kind services as a political contribution from the billboard operator, and asked 



whether Mr. Gillies should, therefore, be involved in discussions with the billboard operator.  
Mr. Garrity suggested he would have to give that a great deal of thought.  Ms. Birnbaum opined 
that Mr. Gillies should have recused himself if he had done business with the billboard owner.  
Mr. Gillies suggested that had Mr. Kilkenny, a previous Township solicitor, taken certain 
actions, the Township may not have made a deal with the billboard issue.  He suggested that 
contributions of like thinking individuals are made to individuals seeking election. 

 
Mr. Schaum reported for Mr. Dailey, Chairman of Zoning Committee: 

  
Mr. Schaum announced that the Zoning Hearing Board would next meet on June 22, 

2015 at 7:00 PM in the Springfield Township Building.  Mr. Schaum summarized the Zoning 
Hearing Board Agenda. 
 

Motion (Schaum-Gillies) vote 6-0, to authorize the execution of a Stipulation and 
Settlement Agreement between the Township, the Springfield Township Zoning Hearing 
Board and the School District of Springfield Township related to a decision by the 
Zoning Hearing Board  of February 27, 2013 and making said decision applicable to the 
2015 cafeteria expansion project at Erdenheim Elementary School.  

 
 Mr. Schaum, Chairman of Public Works and Public Safety Committees, reported: 

 
Motion (Schaum-Gillies) vote 6-0, to participate in a joint purchase of micro-surfacing 
treatments as bid by Whitpain Township.  The low bid was received from Asphalt Paving 
Systems, of Hammonton, New Jersey, for their low bid price of $1.99 per square yard for 
a single application and $2.99 per square yard for double application.  The total value of 
the contract awarded to Asphalt Paving Systems is $25,703 to provide type A 
microsurface single application with crack sealer, and type A microsurface double 
application to specified Township streets.  Mr. Schaum summarized the bids received by 
Whitpain Township on April 30, 2015. 
 
Motion (Schaum-Harbison) vote 6-0, to award a contract to Glasgow Inc., of Glenside, 
PA, for their low bid price of $72.23 per ton to resurface specified Township streets, and 
$3.06 per square yard to mill specified Township streets.   On June 3, 2015, three bids 
were received for the 2015 highway resurfacing and milling program.  The two other bids 
received were from Joseph E. Sucher and Sons, and Tony DePaul and Son.  
 
Motion (Schaum-Harbison) vote 6-0, that the Board of Commissioners amend the 
Springfield Township Code Section 107-32, Schedule IX, Parking Prohibited, by 
establishing a no parking zone on the north side of Widener Road from its intersection 
with Cheltenham Avenue to a point 125 feet westerly thereof.   
 
Motion (Samtmann-Wilson) vote 6-0, dispensing with the reading of the minutes of the 
previous meeting as written and recorded in the official minute book of the Township. 

  
Mr. Gillies, Chairman of Internal Affairs Committee, reported: 



Mr. Gillies wished to inform all present that several members of the Board attended the 
Springfield Township High School graduation ceremony this evening thus the late arrival to the 
meeting. 

 
Motion (Gillies-Wilson) vote 6-0, to approve the May check reconciliation in the amount 
of $1,137,366.56 and the June bill listing in the amount of $682,932.16. 

 
Motion (Gillies-Wilson) vote 6-0 to engage Duda Actuarial Consulting, of Fort 
Washington, PA, to provide actuarial and administrative services for the three Township 
pension plans consistent with their proposal dated March 30, 2015.  The annual fee for 
services to be rendered is $9,000.  On March 30, 2015, the Township opened five 
proposals received in response to the Township issued Request for Proposals.  The 
Commissioners shortlisted the proposals received and conducted interviews of the top 
three firms on May 28, 2015.   
 
Motion (Gillies-Samtmann) vote 6-0, to adopt Resolution No. 1354, a resolution 
honoring the contributions made by Robert Carpenter to the valued non-profit 
organizations of Springfield Township and to the Springfield Township community. 

 
Mr. Standish, Chairman of Community Development Committee, reported: 

 
 Mr. Standish announced that the Board of Commissioners authorized the conduct of a 
public hearing with a possible vote with regard to an ordinance amending the existing Industrial 
zoning district, creating a Limited Industrial zoning district, and rezoning specific industrially 
zoned properties from Industrial and/or C Residential to the Limited Industrial zoning district.   
The public hearing has been scheduled for July 8, 2015 at 8:00 PM in the Springfield Township 
Building. 
 

Motion (Standish-Gillies) vote 6-0, to authorize the rebidding of the Clement Road 
resurfacing project in conjunction with the Community Development Block Grant 
program sponsored by Montgomery County.  On June 9, 2015, the Township conducted a 
mandatory pre-bid meeting in association with a Community Development Block Grant 
appropriation that would be utilized to resurface Clement Road in Oreland.  
Unfortunately, only one contractor attended the meeting.  Therefore, Montgomery 
County will require the entire project to be rebid.   

 
 Mr. Harbison, Chairman of Cultural Resources Committee, reported: 
 
 Mr. Harbison announced that during the month of May 2015, Springfield Township 
residents recycled 184.1 tons of materials with a householder participation rate of 80.2%.  The 
net cost for the month was $11,156.79. 
 
 Mr. Wilson, Chairman of Library Committee, reported: 
 

Motion (Wilson-Samtmann) vote 6-0, to reappoint Patrick Eddis, Zeta Cross and Mara 
Baird to new three year terms of service as members of the Springfield Township 



Environmental Advisory Commission.  The new three year terms of service shall expire 
June 14, 2018. 

 
Ms. Samtmann, Chairwoman of Human Resources Committee, had no report. 

 
 Christine Hesser, Orlemann Avenue, inquired as to the outcome of a request to place a 
stop sign on Oreland Mill Road at either Plymouth Avenue or Ascot Road.  Ms. Hesser was 
informed that the Township Police Department reviewed the conditions and recommended that a 
stop sign not be placed on Oreland Mill Road. 
 
 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:15 PM. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       Donald E. Berger, Jr. 
       Secretary  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
  
  
 
 
 


