
MINUTES OF MEETING 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
SPRINGFIELD TOWNSHIP 

 
  The Board of Commissioners of Springfield Township met in regular monthly meeting on 
Wednesday evening, August 12, 2015 at 8:00 PM in the Springfield Township Building for the 
purpose of transacting the general business of the Township.  All members of the Board were 
present.  Mr. Dailey presided. 
 
  Mr. Dailey asked everyone to join the Board of Commissioners in a moment of silent 
reflection honoring the service men and women who have placed themselves in harm’s way in 
order to help preserve our safety. 
 
  Mr. Dailey led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Motion (Schaum‐Gillies) carried unanimously dispensing with the reading of the minutes 
of the previous meeting and approving same as written and recorded in the official 
Minute Book of the Township. 

 
  Joan Parsons, 37 Hawkswell Circle, addressed the Board regarding the land 
development at 50 Oreland Mill Road.  Ms. Parsons made the following comments: (1) it is 
difficult exiting her development on to Oreland Mill Road given the traffic from the existing bus 
depot at 50 Oreland Mill Road, (2) she indicated it was difficult to provide notice to all the 
residents interested in the land development plan given the postponement of the recent 
meeting of the Planning Commission, (3) she hopes to be able to maintain the status quo with 
regard to noise and lighting nuisances that are generated from 50 Oreland Mill Road and is 
concerned with the expansion of the bus depot.  Mr. Dailey acknowledged Ms. Parsons’ 
concern for the traffic and suggested that that matter be brought to the attention of the 
Planning Commission.  The postponement of the Planning Commission meeting was at the 
request of the applicant and was done so at the last minute which does indeed make it difficult 
to provide notice. 
 
  Mr. Dailey, Chairman of Zoning Committee, reported: 
 
 Mr. Dailey announced that the Zoning Hearing Board will next meet on August 24, 2015 
at 7:00 PM in the Springfield Township Building.  Mr. Dailey summarized the Zoning Hearing 
Board agenda, which is expected to be a deliberation and decision by the Zoning Hearing Board 
related to the signage proposed for the Movie Tavern at the Flourtown Shopping Center. 
 
 Mr. Schaum, Chairman of Public Works and Public Safety Committees, reported: 
 
 Mr. Schaum announced that the Board of Commissioners has scheduled a public meeting 
for September 9, 2015 to receive public comment on the potential sale or concession lease of the 
Township sanitary sewer system.  A presentation will be made outlining the efforts made to date 



to understand the pros and cons of such a transaction and what may be anticipated through the 
sale of the system. 
 

Motion (Schaum-Standish) carried unanimously to acknowledge the fact that Flourtown 
Fire Company will be providing mutual aid to the Lake Harmony Fire Company located 
in Lake Harmony, PA, over the weekend of September 18 - 20, 2015.  Flourtown has 
made arrangements for adequate firefighting coverage while the crew and some apparatus 
are out of town.  Mr. Schaum noted that the acknowledgement of the mutual aid is to be 
assured that the Township-provided vehicular liability and workers compensation 
coverage will be provided to the fire company while providing the mutual aid. 

 
Motion (Schaum-Gillies) carried unanimously to accept a regional mutual aid request for 
police and public works personnel and equipment related to the Papal visit to 
Philadelphia and Lower Merion Township on September 26 and 27, 2015.   
 
Motion (Schaum-Wilson) carried unanimously to award a bid alternate for the Haws 
Lane sidewalk improvement project to Ply-Mar Construction Company, of Plymouth 
Meeting, PA, for their low bid price of $45,620.  Mr. Schaum explained that on June 25, 
2015, the Township received five bids to construct sidewalk improvements in the vicinity 
of 350 and 402 Haws Lane.  This area is on the east side of Haws Lane between Fraser 
Road and Erdenheim Elementary School.  Last month, the Township awarded the base 
bid to Ply-Mar Construction Company.  The bids for the alternate ranged from a low of 
$45,620 to a high of $126,138.50. 
 
Mr. Dailey inquired whether this action would expedite the completion of the sidewalk 

project.  Mr. Garrity indicated that indeed it would and that during the month, Genesis 
Healthcare, where the sidewalks will be installed as a part of the bid alternate, expressed concern 
with the timeliness of their effort to construct the sidewalk, and authorized the Township to 
move forward with the award.  

 
 Mr. Gillies, Chairman of Internal Affairs Committee, reported: 
 

Motion (Gillies-Schaum) carried unanimously to approve the July check reconciliation in 
the amount of $1,127,622.81 and the August bill listing in the amount of $842,094.76. 

 
 Mr. Standish, Chairman of Community Development Committee, reported: 
 

Motion (Standish-Schaum) carried unanimously to accept a letter from Michael J. 
Savona, Esq., counsel for Cheltenham Transportation LLC, dated July 31, 2015, 
extending the 90 day land development plan review period for the land development of 
Cheltenham Transportation, 50 Oreland Mill Road, Oreland. 

 
Motion (Standish-Samtmann) carried unanimously to accept a letter from Michael J. 
Savona, Esq., counsel for Cheltenham Transportation LLC, dated July 31, 2015, 
extending the 90 day land development plan review period for the land development of 
Cheltenham Transportation, 1725 Walnut Avenue, Oreland. 



 Mr. Harbison, Chairman of Cultural Resources Committee, reported: 
 
 Mr. Harbison announced that during the month of July 2015, Springfield Township 
residents recycled 229.8 tons of materials with a householder participation rate of 78.7%.  The 
net cost for the month was $7,628.92. 
 

Motion (Harbison-Schaum) carried unanimously to appoint Edward “Ted” Bell, of 
College Avenue, Flourtown, to fill an unexpired term of service as a member of the 
Springfield Township Shade Tree Commission.  The unexpired term of service shall 
expire July 13, 2016. 

 
 Mr. Harbison noted that on August 5, 2015, the Township opened bids for an elevator/lift 
to assist with the ADA requirements at the Black Horse Inn.    The Township received two bids.  
One bid was from Delaware Elevator Inc. for $62,800, and the other from Low Rise Elevator Co. 
Inc., for $68,550.  In review of the two bid proposals, it was determined that the low bidder, 
Delaware Elevator, took the following exceptions to the Township specifications:  (1) Township 
specifications called for a single phase 220 volt power supply. Delaware Elevator bid on a 3-
phase electrical power to operate the elevator.  The additional cost to provide a three phase 
electric power is estimated at $10,000, (2) the Township specifications required the contractor to 
remove all waste materials.  Delaware Elevator specified that the Township would provide a 
trash dumpster, (3) Township specifications required a performance bond for 100% of the bid.  
Delaware Elevator added a cost of 1.5% of the total price to supply the performance bond, (4) 
Township specifications called for a complete product.  Delaware Elevator specified that the 
flooring would be provided by others, in other words, the township, and (5) Township 
specifications provided for a lump sum payment at completion and acceptance of the project.  
Delaware Elevator required three payments during the project. 
 

Motion (Harbison-Samtmann) carried unanimously to reject the bid proposal from 
Delaware Elevator Inc. to supply and install an elevator/lift for the Black Horse Inn for 
their price of $62,800. 

 
Motion (Harbison-Gillies) carried unanimously to award a contract to Low Rise Elevator 
Company Inc., of Lima, PA, for their bid price of $68,550. 

 
 Mr. Gillies remarked that he is not always supportive of spending money at the Black 
Horse Inn, but he noted that the elevator provides an opportunity to rent out the remainder of the 
Black Horse Inn with only a four year payback on the investment. 
 
 Mr. Wilson, Chairman of Library Committee, had no report. 
 
 Ms. Samtmann, Chairwoman of Human Resources Committee, reported: 
 

Ms. Samtmann announced that the Springfield Township Community Day Festival and 
5K Run/1 Mile Walk will be held on Sunday, October 11, 2015.  The day will begin with the 5k 
Run and 1 Mile Walk at 9:00 AM beginning at Cisco Park, winding through the Erdenheim 
neighborhood and finishing up at Cisco Park.  The Township Community Day will commence 



immediately following the race at approximately 10:00 AM, and will run through 1:00 PM.  As 
in the past, the community day will include free food, activities and entertainment for all ages.  
Registration for the 5k run is available through a link on the Springfield Township website or 
directly at www.erdenheimcivic.org/5k.   Businesses and organizations interested in participating 
in the community day event or being a sponsor of the event can also receive registration 
information at the Township website at www.springfieldmontco.org. 
 
 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:20 PM. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       Donald E. Berger, Jr. 
       Secretary  
 
  


