
MINUTES OF MEETING 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
SPRINGFIELD TOWNSHIP 

 
  The Board of Commissioners of Springfield Township met in monthly meeting on 
Wednesday evening, October 14, 2015 at 8:00 PM in the Springfield Township Building for the 
purpose of transacting the general business of the Township.  All members of the Board were 
present.  Mr. Dailey presided. 
 
  Mr. Dailey asked everyone to join the Board of Commissioners in a moment of silent 
reflection honoring the service men and women who have placed themselves in harm’s way in 
order to help preserve our safety. 
 
  Mr. Dailey led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Motion (Schaum‐Gillies) carried unanimously dispensing with the reading of the minutes 
of the previous meeting and approving same as written and recorded in the official 
minute book of the Township. 

 
  Mr. Dailey announced that on September 21, 2015 the Springfield Township family lost 
one of its finest leaders, James R. Fulginiti, former Township Secretary/Manager.  Jim worked 
for Springfield Township from 1949 until 1989.  After serving his country in the Army as a 
communications specialist, he was hired as the Township Clerk and served in that position for 
one year.  He was promoted to Township Secretary for the remaining 39 years.  In 1970, when 
the council‐manager form of government became accepted in Pennsylvania, Jim was appointed 
as the Township Manager.  Jim and his wife, Rose, raised four children in Flourtown: James Jr. 
(deceased), Jean, Joanne and Mary.  He was a friend and mentor to many of the senior 
members of the Springfield Township staff as well as many other managers in the Delaware 
Valley.  Jim attended St. Genevieve’s Church every day before coming to work.  After 
retirement, Jim and Rose relocated to suburban Tampa, Florida, where he was able to golf and 
be outdoors year round.  He was 87 years of age when he passed away. 
 
  Mr. Dailey noted that as a result of a meeting held on September 29, 2015 with MC 
Outdoor LLC, the owners of the billboard sign on southbound route 309 expressway, MC 
Outdoor has agreed to turn off both faces of the billboard sign at 7:30 PM until the landscape 
buffer requirements of the billboard are met.  The Board of Commissioners is continuing to 
work with MC Outdoor to help achieve the landscaping goal. 
 
  Brennan Preine, 265 Northwestern Avenue, addressed the Board of Commissioners on 
the possible rezoning of the Tecce tract, 9303 Ridge Pike, Philadelphia.  Mr. Preine provided a 
brief history of past requests to rezone the front 7 acres of the Tecce tract adjacent to Ridge 
Pike to accommodate the Atria Senior Living facility and in the rear 34 age restricted homes 
which were the subject of hearings in the summer of 2014.  Mr. Preine opined that the Atria 
proposal is identical to that presented in 2014 and the change from 34 to 32 homes in the rear 



portion of the Tecce tract is a very similar plan with the exception of removing two homes and 
achieving an additional one‐quarter of an acre of open space.  He believes that if the Board of 
Commissioners would entertain this proposal it would be insult to the community to do so.  Mr. 
Dailey outlined other discussions with the developer and Atria whereby Atria would be 
permitted to become a larger facility and therefore permitting the development in the rear of 
the Tecce tract to be reduced.  It appears that Atria is not interested in enlarging their proposed 
facility. 
 
  Genie McClintock, Brookside Road, asked if the Board of Commissioners was considering 
the dredging of the Hillcrest Pond.  Mr. Dailey indicated that the Friends of Hillcrest Pond 
recently discussed this project with the Board of Commissioners and indicated that they have 
$50,000 that they can contribute towards the project.  Mr. Dailey indicated that the Board of 
Commissioners will be considering the project as a part of the upcoming budget deliberations.  
Mr. Gillies asked how many of the Brookside Road residents were taking advantage of the 
FEMA Flood Mitigation Program.  Mr. Berger indicated that one of fourteen eligible households 
is pursuing the FEMA buy‐out program.  Ms. McClintock also inquired as to the status of the 
Carlisle Road detention basin.  She was informed that that project was not being pursued due 
to the poor benefit cost ratio. 
 
  Cheryl Jacobs, 9233 Eagleview Drive, stated that she was in agreement with earlier 
comments made by Mr. Preine as they related to the rezoning of the Tecce tract.   
 
  Linda Melvanado, addressed the Board on behalf of her two children who currently own 
273 Northwestern Avenue.  She informed the Board of Commissioners that both of her children 
are against the rezoning of the Tecce tract and reconsideration of the same general plan 
discussed previously. 
 
  Adina Birnbaum, West Mill Road, inquired as to the number of by‐right dwellings that 
could be built on the Tecce tract given the underlying zoning.  Mr. Berger indicated that it was 
his recollection that the underlying zoning would permit in the vicinity of 42 new dwellings, plus 
the existing manor house.   With the AAA residential overlay, he believed it was in the vicinity of 
32 new dwellings, plus the manor house.  Mr. Gillies suggested that his recollection was that 
the underlying zoning would permit by‐right somewhere in the area of the mid 50s as the 
number of dwellings unit.  Ms. Birnbaum suggested that comparing the current proposal with 
the proposal considered last year, there is very little difference between the two plans.  She 
cautioned that any dimensional requirement changes in the Institutional zoning district will also 
apply to other institutional properties throughout the Township.  Mr. Dailey remarked that last 
year, the Montgomery County Planning Commission suggested expanding the Institutional 
zoning change along Ridge Pike to encompass all other properties adjacent to the Pike, and the 
Springfield Township Planning Commission recommended that nothing be built in the rear of 
the Tecce tract.  Ms. Birnbaum encouraged the developer to meet with the neighbors to work 
through their differences.   
 



  John Schwarz, 277 Northwestern Avenue, indicated that the neighbors previously 
presented a plan under the AAA Residential zoning district that permitted 39 homes on the 
entire property.  He noted that any development on the property would directly affect him. 
 
  Mary Hessler, Orlemann Avenue, asked about the status of the Tank Car Corporation 
property.  Mr. Garrity indicated that the Township is in the process of negotiating 
environmental insurance coverage for the property.  Once purchased, the Township will 
proceed with the filing of the condemnation documents.  
 
  Mr. Dailey, Chairman of Zoning Committee, reported: 
 
 Mr. Dailey announced that the Zoning Hearing Board would not meet during the month 
of October 2015.  The application of Wyndmoor Court LLC related to 7602 Pine Road, 
Wyndmoor, had been continued until the next meeting of the Zoning Hearing Board.   The next 
regularly scheduled meeting of the Zoning Hearing Board will be Monday, November 23, 2015 
at 7:00 PM in the Springfield Township Building.  
 
 Mr. Dailey noted that James Curtis, the alternate member of the Zoning Hearing Board, 
alerted the Board to his need to resign his position on the Zoning Hearing Board as he will be 
relocating from Springfield Township.  As a result, the Board of Commissioners will be 
preparing to fill the vacancy on the Zoning Hearing Board.  Any resident interested in serving as 
the alternate member on the Zoning Hearing Board should send a letter of interest or resume to 
the Board of Commissioners via the Township website or through the US mail to the Springfield 
Township Building. 
 

Mr. Schaum, Chairman of Public Works and Public Safety Committees, reported:  
 
 Mr. Schaum explained that the Pennsylvania First Class Township Code requires that the 
Board of Commissioners sell individual pieces of personal property valued in excess of $1000 or 
an entire lot of personal property valued together at $1,000 or greater by way of sealed bids or at 
public auction. 
 

Motion (Schaum-Gillies) carried unanimously authorizing the Township to participate in 
a public auction sponsored by the Montgomery County Consortium of Communities to be 
held on November 9, 2015.  The auction will be managed by the professional auctioneer 
J.J. Kane Absolute Auction, 1402 Conshohocken Road, Plymouth Meeting.  The 
equipment to be sold at auction included:  (1) 1999 International 4900 dump truck, (2) 
2005 Chevrolet K2500 Silverado pick-up truck, (3) Graco line laser (line painter), (4) 
Simplicity 38” snow blower, (5) 2004 Chevrolet K3500 dump truck, (6) two 2004 
Chevrolet Tahoes. 

 
 Mr. Schaum also announced that Springfield Township will be a drop-off site for unused 
or expired prescription drugs on Saturday, October 17, between the hours of 10:00 AM and 2:00 
PM.  This program is being jointly sponsored by the Montgomery County District Attorney’s 
office and the Montgomery County Chiefs of Police Association.  A Township police officer will 
be on-site to accept the prescription drugs. 



 
 Mr. Schaum invited community members to visit the Starbucks coffee shop, 1459 
Bethlehem Pike, Flourtown, on Saturday, October 24, 2015, beginning at 9:00 AM for “Coffee 
with a Cop”.  The morning will provide a casual setting for residents to ask questions and learn 
more about the Police in Springfield Township. 
 
 Mr. Gillies, Chairman of Internal Affairs Committee, reported: 
 

Motion (Gillies-Schaum) carried unanimously to approve the September check 
reconciliation in the amount of $920,146.86 and the October bill listing in the amount of 
$1,772,520.56. 

 
 Mr. Gillies announced the tentative meeting schedule through the adoption of the 2016 
Budget: 
 
 Purpose   Date   Time 
 Budget Workshop Meeting 10/21/15  7:00 PM 
 Budget Presentation  11/11/15  8:00 PM 
 Budget Hearing  12/9/15  8:00 PM 
 Budget Adoption  12/16/15  8:00 PM 
 
 

Motion (Gillies-Samtmann) carried unanimously to adopt Resolution No. 1360, a 
resolution authorizing the distribution of State and Township pension funds in a manner 
as set forth in the Resolution.  The total State allocation for 2015 is $380,320.97.  

 
Motion (Gillies-Schaum) carried unanimously to authorize Township staff and the 
Township pension fund consultant to create a draft defined contribution pension plan 
ordinance for new salaried employees.   

 
 Mr. Standish, Chairman of Community Development Committee, reported: 
 

Motion (Standish-Samtmann) carried unanimously to approve the preliminary/final 
subdivision plan known as the Conley/Rahill subdivision, 41 and 43 W. Wissahickon 
Avenue, dated July 6, 2015, last revised August 26, 2015.  The subject of the subdivision 
is a lot line change between the two neighboring properties.  The plan provides for an 
annexation of a 5,000 sq. ft. parcel from the Rahill property, 43 W. Wissahickon Avenue, 
to be joined in common deed with the Conley property, 41 W. Wissahickon Avenue.  In 
conjunction with the subdivision plan approval, the Board will also waive the 
requirement to widen West Wissahickon Avenue from 26 feet to 30 feet along the 
frontage of the two properties, and also waive the requirement to plant four street trees as 
required by the subdivision of land ordinance. 

 
 

Motion (Standish-Gillies) to authorize the advertisement of a public hearing and possible 
enactment of an ordinance associated with amending the Zoning Code Map by rezoning a 



portion of the Tecce tract, 9303 Ridge Pike, Philadelphia, from “AA” Residential and 
“A” Residential with both a “AAA” and “AAA-AQ-1” Overlay district to the 
“Institutional” zoning district, to consider Zoning Code text amendments to the 
dimensional requirements of the Institutional zoning district, and also to consider 
amendments to the Zoning Code text dimensional requirements to the AAA Age-
Qualified-1 overlay zoning district.   Mr. Standish suggested that he previously heard all 
the arguments for and against the proposal and the current proposal provides negligible 
difference between previous proposals presented.  Unlike the Lloyd tract which provided 
a multitude of alternatives to be considered, this proposal has not been altered but similar 
to the Lloyd tract, all the neighbors are against the proposal.  Mr. Standish would like to 
be supportive, and he personally would rather see the Atria proposal than the 52 unit age-
restricted plan, but he does not live there, and would like to be supportive of the 
neighbors.  He would also like to see additional open space secured if the plan moves 
forward.   Mr. Gillies noted that he previously voted to approve the plan that was 
ultimately not approved.  He believes that it is the best deal for the Township and noted 
that the Board of Commissioners has continued to work with the developer to reduce the 
number of units.  He noted that the current proposal provides for one housing unit per 
acre in the rear portion of the property.  Considering that, combined with approximately 
$700,000 worth of tax revenue to be received annually, he is in favor of the proposals.  
Mr. Harbison suggested that he was supportive of the Atria portion of the proposal, but 
would like to have the zoning in the rear portion of the property revert back to its original 
underlying zoning.  Mr. Dailey thanked everyone for their comments and work on the 
proposals.  He noted that Atria has been a good party to work with through this process.  
He is concerned that Atria will still be in the neighborhood, but relocate to an adjoining 
Whitemarsh Township property.  The vote on the motion 4-3; Harbison, Standish, Wilson 
opposed. 
 

 Mr. Harbison, Chairman of Cultural Resources Committee, reported: 
 
 Mr. Harbison announced that during the month of September 2015, Springfield Township 
residents recycled 238.9 tons of materials with a householder participation rate of 80.7%.  The 
net cost for the month was $6,924.58.   
 

Mr. Harbison wished to recognize the huge success of Community Day that was held on 
the previous Sunday, October 11, 2015.  He highlighted the work of Kerry Boccella who 
provided the leadership to manage the Community Day.  He commented on the great weather for 
the day.  
 
 Mr. Harbison provided a summary of the future of the Township’s recycling program.   
He noted that the Township previously got paid for the recyclable materials collected, but due to 
the poor markets, the new contract will cost the Township a considerable sum of money.  In total 
there will be a swing of approximately $111,000 in additional costs associated with recycling 
between 2015 and 2016.  With that in mind, the Board of Commissioners will be considering 
whether to renew the contract with RecycleBank which provides incentives to residents for 
recycling. Unfortunately, the RecycleBank program will cost an additional $41,000 per year and 



the Board may need to eliminate the RecycleBank program given overall costs associated with 
recycling. 
 
 Mr. Dailey asked Mr. Standish for clarification on the conduct of a future public hearing 
related to the Tecce tract.  Mr. Standish indicated that the proposed date of November 30, 2015 
at 7:00 PM in the Springfield Township Building will be when the public hearing will be 
conducted. 
 

Mr. Wilson, Chairman of Library Committee, had no report. 
 
 Mr. Wilson stated his agreement with the earlier comments of Mr. Harbison with regard 
to the success of the Springfield Township Community Day. 
 

Ms. Samtmann, Chairwoman of Human Resources Committee, had no report. 
 
 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:45 PM. 
 
 
              Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
              Donald E. Berger, Jr. 
              Secretary 


