
MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

SPRINGFIELD TOWNSHIP 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of Springfield Township met in public hearing on 
Wednesday, April 8, 2015 at 8:30 PM in the Springfield Township Building for the 
purpose of receiving public comment on the need for the construction of improvements to 
Haws Lane to effect public safety improvements for motorists and pedestrians in the 
vicinity of Erdenheim Elementary School.   
 
 Mr. Schaum stated the public hearing was being held in compliance with Sections 
XX, XXII and XV of the Pennsylvania First Class Township Code to consider the need 
for sidewalk improvements and the enactment of an ordinance authorizing Springfield 
Township to perform certain improvements to Haws Lane including widening of the 
roadway, paving, curbing and installation of sidewalks along the frontage of 350 Haws 
Lane and 402 Haws Lane, and to assess the entire cost of such improvements on the 
owners of the aforementioned properties in accordance with the Pennsylvania First Class 
Township Code.  
 
 Mr. Schaum noted that the legal requirements associated with enacting the 
ordinance have been met by publishing a notice of public hearing in the March 22 and 29, 
2015 issues of the Springfield Sun.  Ten day notices were mailed to the property owners 
and their legal counsel on March 13, 2015.  Mr. Schaum also stated that in the event the 
ordinance is enacted, the Township will post the location of the improvements within ten 
days and the Township Solicitor will file a report with the Clerk of Courts. 
 
 Mr. Schaum summarized the ordinance indicating the ordinance contained the 
following features:  (1) states the importance of Haws Lane as a route to and from 
Erdenheim Elementary School located directly adjacent to the planned improvements, (2) 
identifies the location of the planned improvements by street address and County tax 
parcel numbers, (3) identifies the property owners, (4) notes information and 
observations of dangerous conditions that exist as a result of the lack of the subject 
improvements, (5) states that the improvements were required as a part of approved 
subdivision and land development plans for the subject property and after two years, the 
improvements have not been installed, (6) provides legal citings for the authority to 
commence the construction of the improvements and (7) provides construction plans of 
the improvements.  
 
 Mr. Dailey opened the hearing for public comment. 
 
 Michael Kolodner, 1007 Fraser Road, suggested he was addressing the Board on 
behalf of his neighbors and children.  He noted that the neighborhood has been waiting a 
long time for the sidewalk improvements and suggested the sidewalks would indeed be 
an upgrade to the safety in the neighborhood.  He thanked the Board of Commissioners 
for its efforts in moving the sidewalk project forward.  



 
 Joseph Slapinsky, 910 Harston Lane, noted previous discussions that involved 
counsel for the property owners alluding to the interest of the Township to proceed 
properly given that there are multiple parties involved in this action.  Mr. Garrity agreed 
that the Township has had regular contact with counsel for Genesis Eldercare and 
Traditions of Springfield, and noted that the process would be complicated as Genesis 
owns most of the property but that Traditions of Springfield has an option to purchase a 
majority of the property for a nominal fee.  The Township would like to be fair with 
regard to who will be responsible to pay for the liens.  He noted that Genesis Eldercare is 
interested in moving forward with their portion of the project.  He noted that if the land 
owners proceed with the installation of the improvements, the Township would not need 
to take any action.   
 
 There being no further business, the public hearing was adjourned at 8:45 PM.   
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       Donald E. Berger, Jr. 
       Secretary 
 


