MINUTES OF MEETING
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
SPRINGFIELD TOWNSHIP

The Board of Commissioners of Springfield Township met in regular monthly meeting on
Wednesday, July 13, 2016 at 7:30 PM in the Springfield Middle School library for the purpose of
transacting the general business of the Township. All members of the Board were present with
the exception of Mr. Standish. Mr. Harbison presided.

Mr. Harbison asked all to join the Board of Commissioners in a moment of silent
reflection honoring the service men and women who have placed themselves in harm’s way in
order to help preserve our safety.

Mr. Harbison led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Motion (Schaum-Wilson) 6-0 vote, dispensing with the reading of the minutes of the
previous meeting and approving same as written and recorded in the official minute book of
the Township.

Mr. Harbison acknowledged the absence of Commissioner Standish who had a personal
obligation that precluded his attendance this evening.

Mr. Harbison, Chairman of Internal Affairs Committee, reported:

Motion (Harbison-Schaum) vote 6-0, to approve the June check reconciliation in the
amount $1,210,039.55 and the July bill listing in the amount of $1,823,673.72

Motion (Harbison-Maxwell) vote 6-0, to authorize the advertisement of an ordinance
establishing a plan to finance the Springfield Township municipal campus renovation
project. The ordinance will specify the bond underwriter or banking institution, the
value of the bond or loan, interest on the bond or loan, and the term for paying the
bond or loan.

Mr. Harbison explained that the Board of Commissioners was continuing its due
diligence on the best way to finance approximately $8 million necessary to construct the
Springfield Township municipal campus renovation project. Mr. Dailey wished to clarify that
the Commissioners were only considering the financing of approximately $8 million and that
the proceeds from the sale of the sanitary sewer system would be directed to help pay for the
municipal campus renovations. Mr. Harbison agreed with Mr. Dailey’s statement.

Motion (Harbison-Schaum) vote 6-0, to authorize participation of Springfield Township
in the Montgomery County Consortium of Communities project to negotiate a new
cable TV franchise agreement with Verizon. The Consortium project will be utilizing the
services of the Cohen Law Group, of Pittsburgh, to negotiate individual franchise
agreements for the participating municipalities. The cost of the project will be between



$6,375 and $7,225, minus a $1,000 grant from the Montgomery County Consortium.
Mr. Harbison went on to explain that the cable TV franchise agreement with Verizon is
due to expire September 13, 2018 and the Federal Communications Act permits the
cable companies and municipalities the opportunity to begin negotiations up to 36
months prior to the expiration of the franchise agreement. The current agreement term
is 12 years. He also noted that during the negotiation process, the Board of
Commissioners will be seeking public input on interest of residents and any service
issues that should be addressed in a new franchise agreement.

Motion (Harbison-Wilson) vote 6-0, to authorize the execution of an updated Letter of
Engagement with Public Financial Management Inc. consistent with the Municipal
Securities Rulemaking Board.

Mr. Harbison explained that the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform Consumer Protection
Act of 2010 and its associated regulations have had a significant impact on the municipal
financial markets and, in particular, the ways in which financial advisors like Public Financial
Management conduct day to day business with municipal bond issuers and bond underwriters.
The new regulations require financial advisors to note any potential conflicts of interest that
may exist in their relationship.

Mr. Schaum, Chairman of Public Works and Facilities Committee, reported:

Motion (Schaum-Maxwell) vote 6-0, to enact Ordinance No. 944, an ordinance
authorizing execution of an Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement to create an
alternate Total Maximum Daily Load plan for the Wissahickon Creek.

Mr. Schaum summarized the ordinance which sets forth that 15 Montgomery County
communities, the City of Philadelphia, and the four wastewater treatment plants within
Montgomery County may participate in the alternative TMDL plan, sets the term of planning at
two years, establishes the roles and duties of the parties, consultants, legal representation, and
expert panel. The ordinance also sets the financial contribution from each party at $6,250 per
year for two years. Through the mutual interest of the municipalities and wastewater
treatment plants, an alternate TMDL shall be developed to restore the impaired waters of the
Wissahickon Creek.

Motion (Schaum-Wilson) vote 6-0, to award a contract to Asphalt Paving Solutions of
Hammonton, NJ, to supply and apply both single application and double application
Ralumac materials on specified Township streets for a total bid price of $32,694. The
Township is piggy-backing on a Montgomery County Consortium of Communities bid,
which was managed by Whitpain Township. Portions of the following streets will
receive the Ralumac treatment: Mermaid Lane, West Garden Road and Ulmer Avenue.

Mr. Dailey asked for the details on the extent to which West Garden Road would be
treated. Mr. Berger indicated that it would only include approximately 300 feet of West
Garden Road in the vicinity of the West Garden Road bridge.



Mr. Graham reported for Mr. Standish, Chairman of Community Development
Committee:

Motion (Graham-Schaum) vote 6-0, to accept a letter dated July 12, 2016 from Christen
G. Pionzio, legal counsel for the owners of the Wyndmoor Court/Pine Road subdivision
plan, extending the 90 day subdivision/land development plan review period until
August 31, 2016.

Motion (Graham-Schaum) vote 6-0, to grant an extension to the deadline when the
owners must obtain a building permit for the land development known as Traditions of
Springfield LLC, located in the 300 block of Haws Lane, Flourtown, from July 1, 2016 to
July 1, 2018. The original deadline was established through a Court approved
Stipulation of Settlement between Traditions of Springfield and the Zoning Hearing
Board of Springfield Township dated July 1, 2011. The extension of time will permit a
future third party who may intend to develop the property in accordance with the
approved preliminary land development plan the opportunity to perform their due
diligence, meet with Township officials at public meetings, update the existing traffic
impact study for the proposed development, secure final land development plan
approval and secure the requisite building permit.

Mr. Graham noted that in light of the recent discussions concerning the intrusive
billboard on route 309 that has affected so many lives, he wished to become a part of the
record by voicing his concerns and disappointment on the past history and present actions in
dealing with the tactics of the billboard contractor. He noted that everything rises and falls
with leadership, and that true leadership is in servitude. Mr. Graham wished to provide factual
and documented information on the billboard for future record. He noted that a breach of
contract is defined as failing to perform any term of a contract, written or oral, without a
legitimate legal excuse. The following criteria may be used to determine if a breach exists: (1)
the extent to which the injured party will be deprived of the benefit which is reasonably
expected, (2) the extent to which the injured party can be adequately compensated for the part
of that benefit which was deprived, (3) the extent to which the party failing to perform or to
offer to perform will suffer forfeiture, and the likelihood that the party failing to perform or to
offer to perform will cure his failure, (4) the extent to which the behavior of the party failing to
perform comports with the standards of good faith and fair dealing. Mr. Graham offered the
following facts for consideration: (1) on November 10, 2010, the Board of Commissioners
adopted Resolution No. 1242, in which the Commissioners declared the sign provision of the
Springfield Township Zoning Ordinance as substantially invalid, and to allow off premise
advertising signs, known as billboards, (2) on July 24, 2014, after two years of negotiations, the
Board of Commissioners and MC Outdoor reached an agreement to permit MC Outdoor to
construct a proposed billboard on route 309, rather than on Bethlehem Pike in Flourtown.
Over the Memorial Day weekend of 2015, without the knowledge and consent of the Board of
Commissioners, the billboard company maliciously turned on the sign in violation of the
contractual agreements formed with the Board, and without permission to utilize PECO’s
infrastructure. Over the course of the last 19 months, there has been a total of six meetings or
conferences where the owner of the billboard company, Thaddeus Bartkowski, has been



present with promises of foliage coverage to block the lights of the sign before turning it on,
and an escrow account for the maintenance of the foliage has not materialized. To date, Mr.
Bartkowski has not kept even one of his promises and scripted agreements with the Board of
Commissioners. From his review of the campaign finance reports of the former Ward 7
Township Commissioner, Bob Gillies, Mr. Graham stated that Mr. Gillies received a total of
$10,500 from the owner of MC Outdoor in his attempt to run for State Representative. These
funds were provided within the same time frame when the former commissioner was involved
in negotiations with MC Outdoor. In referencing the 2010 census report, Mr. Graham noted
that the 2010 population in Springfield Township was 19,418. He noted that the Township was
83.6% white, 11.1% African American, and lesser percentages for other races. He remarked
that 83.4% of the homes along the route 309 expressway affected by the light from the
billboard are owned by African American families. Mr. Graham referenced a February 23, 2016
study completed by Scenic America in conjunction with MIT wherein they represent a growing
threat to traffic safety, particularly along our busiest streets and highways. A 2015 study of
eight digital billboard locations on highways in Florida and Alabama showed significantly higher
crash rates caused by driver distraction. In conclusion, Mr. Graham stated that the Board has
the opportunity and power to make a stance in an attempt to correct and rectify the situation
and quoted W. E. B. DuBois who wrote that “Rule-following, legal precedence, and political
consistencies are not more important than the right, justice and just plain commence sense”.

Motion (Graham-Dailey) authorizing the office of the Township Solicitor to file an action in the
Court of Common Pleas to rescind the Settlement Agreement between Springfield Township
and MC Outdoor LLC, Malvern, PA, dated July 28, 2014. The action is required due to the
breach and continued breach of the Settlement Agreement related to the operation of the
billboard on southbound Route 309, just south of Paper Mill Road, Springfield Township.

Mr. Dailey stated his appreciation for the comments made by Commissioner Graham, but
suggested that his starting reference was two years too late. Mr. Dailey noted that in 2008,
under a previous solicitor, the Township lost a zoning case involving the Giuliani property and
later lost another zoning case involving 9425 Stenton Avenue. He did not believe the losses
were due to incompetence, but to lack of attention to the business of the Township. The Board
later conducted interviews which included past solicitor Kilkenny. Mr. Kilkenny was retained.
Mr. Dailey noted that upon receipt of the zoning validity challenge related to the billboards on
Bethlehem Pike, the Board received advice from Mr. Kilkenny to declare a portion of the Zoning
Code invalid and for the Township to go through a curative amendment process to cure the
invalidity. He remarked that several commissioners wished to fight the validity challenge, but
under the advice of Mr. Kilkenny, a majority of the Board agreed to settle. Mr. Dailey took
exception to the lack of effort by the Board of Commissioners over the past four or five years,
and acknowledged the need to work with the billboard owner, given the earlier decisions made.
He noted that Mr. Gillies was one of the Commissioners who desired to fight the Zoning Code
validity challenge. Mr. Dailey hoped the residents understand that if the Township litigates the
matter, the Township may not get the results desired, and the litigation may cost between
$200,000 and $300,000. Mr. Dailey once again thanked Mr. Graham for his comments. Mr.
Graham clarified that he has only been involved in this matter for the last 18 to 19 months and
believes there has been a great deal of back and forth but nothing has really been
accomplished. He does believe the residents are willing to take a risk through litigation,



understanding that the billboard may not be turned off in the evenings at 7:30, but instead
11:30 PM. Vote on the motion: 6-0.

Mr. Dailey, Chairman of Zoning Committee, reported:

Mr. Dailey announced that the Zoning Hearing Board did not receive any applications for
hearings for the month of July 2016. Therefore, the regular Zoning Hearing Board meeting
scheduled for July 25, 2016 has been cancelled. The next regularly scheduled meeting of the
Zoning Hearing Board will be Monday, August 22, 2016, at 7:00 PM in the Springfield Middle
School Library.

Mr. Wilson, Chairman of Cultural Resources Committee, reported:

Mr. Wilson announced that during the month of June 2016, Springfield Township
residents recycled 237.1 tons of materials with a householder participation rate of 81.3%. The
net cost for the month was $15,908.97.

Mr. Graham, Chairman of Human Resources Committee, reported:

Motion (Graham-Maxwell) vote 6-0, to award a contract to Geotech Inc., of Newark, DE,
to dredge and appropriately dispose of 8000 cubic feet of excavated material from the
Hillcrest Pond for their low bid price of $138,989.

Mr. Graham stated that on July 7, 2016, the Township received a total of three bid
proposals. The other two proposals were from Brightfields Inc., of Wilmington, DE, in the
amount of $192,289, and Toth Brothers, of Sellersville, PA, in the amount of $198,930. The
Friends of Hillcrest Pond have pledged a contribution of $50,000 towards the cost of the
project.

Mr. Maxwell, Co-Chairman of Public Safety Committee, reported:

Motion (Maxwell-Schaum) vote 6-0, to amend the Springfield Township Code Section
107-24, Schedule |, Speed Limits, by establishing a 25 MPH speed limit on Northwestern
Avenue between Germantown Avenue and Thomas Road.

Motion (Maxwell-Schaum) vote 6-0, to amend the Springfield Township Code Section
107-24, Schedule |, Speed Limits, by establishing a 35 MPH speed limit on Northwestern
Avenue between Germantown Avenue and Stenton Avenue.

Motion (Maxwell-Dailey) vote 6-0, to amend the Springfield Township Code Section
107-33, Schedule X, Parking Time Limited, by repealing the time limited parking on the
south side of Montgomery Avenue, 6:00 AM to 9:00 AM, Monday through Friday, from
a point 140 feet east from its intersection with Paper Mill Road to a point 460 feet
easterly thereof.



Motion (Maxwell-Schaum) vote 6-0, to amend the Springfield Township Code Section
107-34, Schedule X1, No Parking Certain Hours, by repealing the time limited parking on
both sides of Montgomery Avenue, 7:00 AM through 6:30 PM except Saturday, Sunday
and Holidays, from its intersection with Paper Mill Road to its intersection with
Evergreen Avenue.

Motion (Maxwell-Dailey) vote 6-0, to amend the Springfield Township Code Section
107-32, Schedule IX-D, Parking Prohibited, by prohibiting parking on both sides of
Montgomery Avenue from a point 190 feet east of Birch Lane to a point 190 feet west of
Hillbrow Lane.

Motion (Maxwell-Schaum) vote 6-0, to amend the Springfield Township Code Section
107-34, Schedule X1, No Parking Certain Hours, by establishing No Parking on the south
side of Montgomery Avenue, 7:00 AM through 6:30 PM except Saturday, Sunday and
Holidays, from point 140 feet east of its intersection with Paper Mill Road to a point 190
feet west of its intersection with Hillbrow Lane.

Motion (Maxwell-Schaum) vote 6-0, to amend the Springfield Township Code Section
107-34, Schedule X1, No Parking Certain Hours, by establishing No Parking on the north
side of Montgomery Avenue, 7:00 AM through 6:30 PM except Saturday, Sunday and
Holidays, from a point 600 feet east of its intersection with Paper Mill Road to a point
190 feet west of its intersection with Hillbrow Lane.

Motion (Maxwell-Schaum) vote 6-0, to amend the Springfield Township Code Section
107-34, Schedule XI, No Parking Certain Hours, by establishing No Parking on the north
side of Montgomery Avenue, 7:00 AM through 6:30 PM, except Saturday, Sunday and
Holidays from a point 190 feet east of Birch Lane to its intersection with Evergreen
Avenue.

Motion (Maxwell-Schaum) vote 6-0, to amend the Springfield Township Code Section
107-33, Schedule X, Parking Time Limited, by establishing on the south side of
Montgomery Avenue, 3 hour parking, 7:00 AM to 6:30 PM, except Saturday, Sunday and
Holidays from a point 190 feet east of Birch Lane to its intersection with Evergreen
Avenue.

Motion (Maxwell-Dailey) vote 6-0, to waive provisions of Section 3303.1 (12) of the
Springfield Township Fire Prevention Code in order that North Hills Country Club may
conduct a fireworks display at the club on Sunday, September 4, 2016, at approximately
8:15 PM with a rain date of Monday, September 5, 2016. The waiver is conditioned
upon the following: (1) the pyrotechnical firm and North Hills Country Club shall add
Springfield Township as an additional insured on their certificates of insurance for the
event, and (2) the pyrotechnical firm and Norths Hills Country Club shall work closely
with the Township Fire Marshal to help prevent an accident and to create a plan of
action in the event an accident does occur during the activity.

Motion (Maxwell-Dailey) vote 6-0, to engage McMahon Transportation Engineers and
Planners, of Fort Washington, PA, to perform traffic engineering services for the Church



Road/Sandy Hill Road/Willow Grove Avenue corridor, consistent with their revised
scope of services outlined in a letter dated June 29, 2016 from Stephanie L. Butler, PE.
The proposal is divided into three phases. Phase 1 focuses on the existing physical and
operational characteristics within the study area. Phase 2 provides survey, design
development and PennDOT approval for possible reconfiguration of Sandy Hill Road,
and possible alterations to the existing traffic signal on Church Road at E. Willow Grove
Avenue. Based on the results of survey, design development and PennDOT approval,
the creation of a center turn lane on Church Road at Sandy Hill Road and Station Avenue
may be considered. Phase 3 includes final design, bid documentation and construction
management for the portion of the project that the Board of Commissioners wishes to
pursue. The cost of the engagement shall not exceed $67,000.

Motion (Maxwell-Schaum) vote 6-0, to reappoint Susan Yeager and Edward “Ted” Bell to
new three year terms of service as members of the Springfield Township Shade Tree
Commission. The new terms of service shall expire July 13, 2019.

Mr. Harbison recognized the three daughters of Commissioner Maxwell who were in the
audience.

Jane Thomas, 901 Edann Road, questioned the use of the Ralumac surface treatment.
She indicated that it does not fix any issues within the roadway. Mr. Berger agreed that it does
not fix any structure issues with the roadway, but does provide a surface sealant to keep
moisture from entering into the roadway.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:20 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Donald E. Berger, Jr.
Secretary
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