MINUTES OF MEETING
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
SPRINGFIELD TOWNSHIP

The Board of Commissioners of Springfield Township met in regular monthly meeting on
Wednesday evening, August 10, 2016 at 7:30 PM in the Springfield Middle School library for the
purpose of transacting the general business of the Township. All members of the Board were
present. Mr. Harbison presided.

Mr. Harbison asked everyone to join the Board of Commissioners in a moment of silent
reflection honoring the service men and women who have placed themselves in harm’s way in
order to help preserve our safety.

Mr. Harbison led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Motion (Schaum-Wilson) carried unanimously dispensing with the reading of the
minutes of the previous meeting and approving same as written and recorded in the
official minute book of the Township.

Mr. Harbison introduced the Chief of Police, Michael Pitkow, and Magisterial District
Justice Kate McGill to administer the oath of office to the new police officer, William Seiler, Jr.
Chief Pitkow provided an introduction of Officer Seiler to include having received an Associate’s
Degree from Montgomery County Community College in 2013 and graduating from the
Montgomery County Community College Municipal Police Academy in 2015. Officer Seiler
comes to Springfield Township from the Whitehall Township Police Department. Mr. Seiler’s
parents and wife were also introduced to those present. District Justice McGill proceeded to
administer the Oath of Office.

Special Reports

Mr. Harbison indicated that at the July 11, 2016 meeting of the Board of Commissioners,
a resident inquired why the sidewalks on Traymore Avenue adjacent to Willow Grove Avenue
were not repaired as a part of the zoning certification process that is required prior to the sale
of real estate. Mr. Harbison stated that the Code Enforcement Department permitted the new
owners the opportunity to repair the concrete sidewalks as a part of the planned development
of the property. Given the delay associated with seeking approvals for the redevelopment of
the property, the Code Enforcement Department recently placed the property owners on
notice that the damaged sidewalk along Traymore Avenue must be repaired within 60 days.

Also at the July 11, 2016 meeting of the Board, comment was received from a Traymore
Avenue resident who suggested that at least a portion of the current Veterans Park property
was to be designated as open space in perpetuity. Mr. Harbison noted that Township staff
researched all the available property deeds through Montgomery County, but it did not appear
that the information on the park land is readily available. Since the Board of Commissioners is



not planning to change the manner in which the park is presently utilized, the Board does not
find it necessary to perform a more costly and extensive research to confirm if any restrictions
exist on the property.

Recently Township officials were advised that the Philadelphia Laborers Union Local 135
was planning to conduct a peaceful labor protest at the Township’s municipal campus
construction project. The union indicated that they would be protesting the use of labor
secured by one of the subcontractors from the Eastern Pennsylvania laborers union based out
of Allentown, PA. The masonry contractor is a union company with headquarters in Union Gap,
PA, and therefore, secured their laborers from the Allentown union. The masonry contractor,
Thomas W. Kinkade Masonry, offered to utilize labor from the local union, however, the local
union refused to allow their employees to operate small machinery necessary to complete the
work. Mr. Harbison noted that the Pennsylvania Prevailing Wage Act requires all employees
working on the project to be paid rates established by the Pennsylvania Department of Labor
and Industry. These rates closely resemble the wages paid to all union employees in order to
maintain equity between union and non-union construction firms.

Joan Parsons, 37 Hawkswell Circle, addressed the Board of Commissioners on the
expansion of the Cheltenham Transportation bus depot and the parking along a portion of
Oreland Mill Road adjacent to the site. Ms. Parsons reviewed statements made by the operator
of the bus depot indicating that there would be ample off-street parking and she believes that
parking on Oreland Mill Road is not necessary. Ms. Parsons also discussed the dedication of her
new townhouse development known as Springfield Manor and suggested site issues are in need
of resolution including the elevation of a foot bridge over the Sandy Run Creek.

James Marlin, Commander of the Arthur V. Savage American legion Post, asked if Mr.
Harbison would confirm that the research conducted on the deeds for Veterans Park was
inconclusive. Mr. Harbison affirmed same. Mr. Harbison went on to indicate that there was no
thought to make changes to the use at Veterans Park other than perhaps provide a few feet for
parking for the adjacent property. There are currently no plans to eliminate the use of the
adjacent athletic field. Mr. Marlin informed all that the American Legion Post is considering the
expansion of the existing memorial to include military action after the Vietham War.

Ray and Trudy Jackson, 908 Summit Lane, addressed the Board to inform them that the
billboard on the route 309 expressway was now on until at least 11:00 PM or so. Mr. Garrity
indicated that in executive session the Board of Commissioners discussed litigation surrounding
the billboard, and suggested that litigation on the matter shall begin shortly. Mr. Graham
stated that he believed the Township was making great strides in addressing the nuisances of
the billboard and will be meeting with the residents on this issue. He opined that Mr. Garrity is
doing a fantastic job to address the issues surrounding the billboard and the Township should
be comforted by the anticipated action by the Board.

Robert Gillies, 213 Woods Road, inquired whether he and other former commissioners
would be deposed with regard to the billboard litigation. Mr. Garrity indicated that he did not



know at the present time. He also inquired whether former commissioners should be included
in any executive sessions on this matter. Mr. Garrity indicated that would not be proper. Mr.
Gillies inquired whether Mr. Graham had anything to say to him while he was present at the
meeting. Mr. Graham did not offer any comments. Mr. Gillies thought Mr. Dailey provided a
good summary of the history surrounding activities of the billboard owner but he may wish to
clarify some points. Mr. Gillies asked Mr. Graham why he did not vote for Mr. Garrity for
Township Solicitor, and who Mr. Graham may have considered in his stead. Mr. Graham stated
that it was his right to vote as he did, and he felt no need to explain his position to Mr. Gillies.
With regard to past history of the billboard, Mr. Gillies offered that in 2006, Mr. Kilkenny was
appointed as the Township Solicitor by the majority of Commissioners knowing he had no first
class township experience. In 2008, Mr. Kilkenny represented Springfield, Hatfield and
Whitemarsh Townships. In 2008, the billboard owner poached nine communities to place
billboards in those communities, including Whitemarsh Township, and Mr. Kilkenny did not
bring this information to Springfield Township. Springfield found itself confronted with a
billboard in 2010. At the time same, the Board of Commissioners asked Mr. Kilkenny to review
the Township sign ordinance as there were issues at the time related to the use of message
boards. Mr. Gillies asked Mr. Graham why, as a matter of fact, did he mention the
demographics of the neighborhood adjacent to the billboard given the demographics were not
relevant to the billboard. Mr. Graham responded by stating that he brought that matter to light
as the neighborhood most affected is predominantly comprised of African American residents.
Mr. Gillies wished to confirm for those present that over the 2015 Memorial Day weekend, he
was adamant that the billboard sign should be turned off until all related matters were
concluded. He wished to clarify a statement made by Mr. Graham at a previous meeting that
he, Mr. Gillies, received a cash contribution from the billboard owner. That was incorrect, but
he did indeed receive an in-kind contribution on billboard advertisements. Mr. Graham
suggested he would not subscribe to the plantation mentality of being an African American and
not speaking out about issues that affect African Americans within the Township. Mr. Graham
then informed Mr. Gillies that he remembered the racist comment Mr. Gillies made at the polls
on Election Day, November 2015. Mr. Gillies denied making any racist statements. Mr. Gillies
concluded by suggesting his belief that the billboard sign is five to ten feet too high and that the
sign should have been shut off from day one.

Janeen Crawford, 711 Sandy Hill Road, stated that she did not understand why all the
provisions of the agreement were included. She also inquired how the billboard owner may
know of the future litigation. Mr. Berger suggested that attorneys with business within the
Township track the posting of agenda items within the Township on behalf of their clients, and
given the action taken by the Board of Commissioners authorizing litigation, the billboard
owner may have been so informed. Mr. Dailey remarked that there has been a lot of back and
forth during negotiations and promises made by the billboard owner and not kept.

Joan Parsons, 37 Hawkswell Circle, readdressed the Board of Commissioners and noted
that in the past she followed the issues surrounding the installation of the billboard and did not
want to see the billboard installed anywhere. She wished that the “R” word would be
withdrawn from comments made about Mr. Gillies. Mr. Graham indicated that he would not



withdraw his comments as they were an example of Mr. Gillies as he ran for the office of State
Representative.

Mr. Garrity wished to make a clarification that there should be no misunderstanding
that no votes are conducted within an executive session and that all votes are held at the public
portion of meetings.

Mr. Harbison, Chairman of Internal Affairs Committee, reported:

Motion (Harbison-Schaum) carried unanimously to approve the July check reconciliation
in the amount $1,687,606.63 and the August bill listing in the amount of $1,729,516.08.

Motion (Harbison-Maxwell) to enact Ordinance No. 945, an ordinance authorizing the
sale and issuance of a General Obligation Note, Series of 2016, in an amount not to
exceed $10 million to TD Bank. The proceeds of the Note will be utilized to refinance
the Township’s existing 2013 General Obligation Note for the reconstruction of the East
Mill Road bridge, and the 2015 General Obligation Note for the municipal campus
renovation project, acquisition and renovation of 1200 Willow Grove Avenue, and
related financial advisory fees. The new Note bears a fixed interest rate of 2.26% for 20
years. Mr. Harbison asked if there were any comments from those present at the
meeting with regard to the debt. No comments were received. Vote on the motion was
unanimous to approve the motion.

Motion (Harbison-Schaum) carried unanimously to direct and authorize Ballard Spahr,
LLP to transfer all electronic and active Springfield Township files to Campbell, Durrant,
Beatty, Palombo and Miller, PC as of September 1, 2016. The transfer of the files is
necessary because the Township‘s current labor law counsel have announced their
intention to leave the Ballard Spahr law firm in order to join the Campbell

Durrant firm on August 31, 2016.

Mr. Schaum, Chairman of Public Works and Facilities Committee, reported:

Motion (Schaum-Standish) to authorize the advertisement of an ordinance to update
Chapter 81, Sewers, of the Springfield Township Code to provide a general update, and
to reflect the sale of the sanitary sewer system to the Bucks County Water and Sewer
Authority. Mr. Schaum provided a brief summary of the contents of the Ordinance.
Mr. Dailey expressed the need for clarification as to the authority and the scope of
videotape inspection of the sanitary sewer laterals. His concern related to the scope of
the inspections and notice to the homeowners.

Motion (Schaum-Maxwell) carried unanimously to table the motion to authorize the
advertisement of the ordinance to update Chapter 81, Sewers, of the Township Code.



Mr. Schaum explained that the Pennsylvania First Class Township Code requires the
Board of Commissioners to sell individual pieces of personal property valued in excess of
$1,000 or an entire lot of property valued together at $1,000 or greater by way of sealed
bids or at public auction. Motion (Schaum-Dailey) carried unanimously for Springfield
Township to participate in a public auction sponsored by the Montgomery County
Consortium of Communities to be held on August 20, 2016. The auction will be
conducted by JJ Kane Auctioneers at Danella Line Services, 1402 Conshohocken Road,
Plymouth Meeting. The Township vehicles to be auctioned include the following:

2008 Chevrolet Tahoe, a former police car
2002 Chevrolet Tahoe, a former police car
2004 Chevrolet Pick-Up Truck, a former Public Works vehicle
2004 Chevrolet Pick-up Truck, a former Public Works vehicle

PwnNE

Mr. Standish, Chairman of Community Development Committee, reported:

Motion (Standish-Schaum) carried unanimously to accept a letter from Christen Pionzio,
legal counsel for Skip DeMarco, owner of the proposed Wyndmoor Court subdivision on
Pine Road, extending the 90 day subdivision/land development plan review period until
September 30, 2016.

Mr. Standish indicated that he and members of staff met with the developer of
Wyndmoor Court and over the course of time, the developer has reduced the number of units
on the plan from four units to three units, and now two units. The current concept would
require a waiver for the need to build a large cul-de-sac at the dead end of Pine Road, but
instead the developer will provide a turn-around area and a paper street which would be
maintained in a grassed area. The Board of Commissioners reviewed a sketch plan of the
proposal and believes that the plan should proceed through the regular planning process.

Motion (Standish-Schaum) carried unanimously that in compliance with Section 512 of
the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code, the Board of Commissioners grant a
waiver to the land development review process in order to permit the continued use of
a temporary office trailer to the rear of 150 Roesch Avenue, Oreland, for a period not to
exceed two years. The waiver is conditioned upon the property owner, Oreland
Investments, remaining in compliance with all other permits, conditions and approvals
originally granted by the Board of Commissioners at their January 12, 2012 meeting.

Mr. Dailey, Chairman of Zoning Committee, reported:

Mr. Dailey announced that the Zoning Hearing Board did not receive any Zoning Hearing
Board applications for the month of August 2016. Therefore, the regular Zoning Hearing Board
meeting scheduled for August 22, 2016 has been cancelled. The next regularly scheduled
meeting of the Zoning Hearing Board will be held Monday, September 26, 2016, at 7:00 PM in
the Springfield Middle School Library.






Mr. Wilson, Chairman of Cultural Resources Committee, reported:

Mr. Wilson announced that during the month of July 2016, Springfield Township
residents recycled 178.6 tons of materials with a householder participation rate of 76.4%. The
net cost for the month was $17,259.15.

Mr. Graham, Chairman of Human Resources Committee, had no report.

Mr. Maxwell, Co-Chairman of Public Safety Committee, reported:

Motion (Maxwell-Wilson) carried unanimously to amend the Springfield Township Code,

Section 107-35, Schedule XII, Special Parking Zones, by establishing a handicapped

parking space on the south side of Hillcrest Avenue from a point 180 feet southwest of

Park Avenue to a point 20 feet southeasterly thereof.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:40 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Donald E. Berger, Jr.
Secretary



