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Healthy Stream Channel
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Presentation Notes
Good riparian corridor



Mowed Turf to Stream Edge: 

Increases potential for chemical contamination  
Increases stream temperature                        

Increases potential for bank erosion
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Presentation Notes
Turf to stream edge.  Not good



Bank erosion increases when vegetation has weak or shallow 
roots
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Erosion at edge of turf



As soil below turf grass roots erodes, blocks of stream bank  
‘slump’ and are eventually washed away
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Unplanted stream banks vulnerable to erosion



Without bank stabilization, the utility pole will fall over
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Unplanted stream banks vulnerable to erosion



Unstable eroding streambanks threaten infrastructure and 
contribute to soil (and property) loss
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Unstable eroding steam banks threaten infrastructure and contribute to soil loss




Eroded soil deposited downstream,                               
buries the natural stream bed                                   
causes stream channel to shift,                                 
resulting in further erosion
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Deposited sediment buries natural stream bed and causes stream channel to shift, resulting in further erosion



Eroded streambanks can be very high and inherently unstable

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Deposited sediment buries natural stream bed and causes stream channel to shift, resulting in further erosion
Deposited sediment buries natural stream bed and causes stream channel to shift, resulting in further erosion




Storm sewer outfalls concentrate water at a single point causing 
scour holes 
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Presentation Notes
Storm sewer outlets concentrate a lot of water at a single point which causes bed erosion (scour)



Storm sewer outfalls concentrate water at a single point causing 
scour holes 
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Lack of shading increases temperature and allows for excess 
algae growth



Lack of shading increases temperature and allows for excess 
algae growth
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Presentation Notes
Lack of shade over the stream allows excessive algae growth, resulting in a decrease in dissolved oxygen which weakens the health of the steam.



Paving to stream edge increases potential for chemical 
contamination 



Paving to stream edge increases potential for chemical 
contamination 
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Pavement to stream edge.  Not good



FUTURE ACTIONS: 
1)  Develop educational brochure 



FUTURE 
ACTIONS: 

2)  Potential on-the-ground 
projects

Orland Park:  Streambank stabilization

Cisco Park:  Increase shading and reduce 
streambank mowing

Mermaid Park:  Increase stream shading 
and reduce streambank mowing



QUESTIONS?QUESTIONS?
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