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The Historical Commission of 

Springfield Township is pleased to 

announce that in January of 2020 the 

Board of Commissioners of Springfield 

Township appointed a Historical 

Commission.  Over the past few 

months the Historical Commission has 

developed a set of guidelines to 

evaluate the historical homes and 

properties within our Community. The 

goal is to preserve our rich history for 

the generations to come.  This work 

was done with the help of the 

Springfield Township Historical 

Society and their many volunteers over 

the years. In addition to the 

contributions made by Montgomery 

County Planning Commission and 

Temple University.  

 

The Historical Commission has 

developed a working list of properties 

of interest.  Over the next year our goal 

is to reach out to you the property 

owners, in an attempt to obtain a better 

understanding of your property and its 

unique value to our community.  As 

you may already be aware, in 

December of 2019 the Springfield 

Township Board of Commissioners 

adopted the Historical Preservation 

Ordinance, “Ordinance #962”. This 

ordinance provides the basis for the 

preservation of properties of historical 

importance.  In addition, it provides 
incentives for the continued use of 

these properties and provides options 

for the reuse of these sites without the 

demolition and destruction of these 

one of a kind structures. 

 

As you may not be aware, involvement 

in this program is voluntary.   The goal 

of the Ordinance is to preserve these 

properties, provide beneficial low 

impact uses that do not penalize the 

property owner or the surrounding 

property owners. 

 

  
 

A copy of Ordinance #962 is available 

at www.springfieldmontco.org.  Any 

questions you may have can be 

directed at Mark Penecale @ 215-836-

7600, ext. 1114. 
 

http://www.springfieldmontco.org/


SPRINGFIELD TOWNSHIP 
HISTORICAL COMMISSION

ESTABLISHED BY ORDINANCE #962

THE HISTORICAL COMMISSION MEMBERS WERE APPOINTED IN 

MARCH OF 2020 BY THE SPRINGFIELD TOWNSHIP BOARD OF 

COMMISSIONERS.

THE HISTORICAL COMMISSION WOULD LIKE TO THANK YOU IN 

ADVANCE FOR ATTENDING TONIGHT’S PRESENTATION.



THE HISTORICAL COMMISSION HAS REVIEWED SEVERAL 
LISTS OF PROPERTIES OF INTEREST AND HISTORICAL VALUE 

OVER THE COURSE OF THE LAST EIGHT MONTHS.

THE DECISION WAS MADE TO START WITH THE 28 
PROPERTIES ALREADY IDENTIFIED WITHIN THE 

SPRINGFIELD TOWNSHIP COMPREHENSIVE PLAN.

THE GOAL OF THE HISTORICAL COMMISSION IS TO CREATE 
A HISTORICAL RESOURCE INVENTORY THAT WILL BE A 

WORKING PARTNERSHIP WITH THE PROPERTY OWNERS AND 
SPRINGFIELD TOWNSHIP.



AS A PARTNERSHIP, PARTICIPATION IN THIS PROGRAM IS 
100% VOLUNTARY.

THE HISTORICAL COMMISSION WILL IDENTIFY THE 
PROPERTIES OF INTEREST, PROVIDE THE PRESENTATION OF 

THE BENEFITS THIS PROGRAM OFFERS.

THE PROPERTY OWNER OPTS IN OR OUT.

ORDINANCE #962 PROVIDES THE LIST OF BENEFITS OF 
HAVING A PROPERTY CONTAINED WITHIN THE OVERLAY 

DISTRICT.

SPRINGFIELD TOWNSHIP’S BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
APPROVES THE ADDITION OF THE PROPERTY INTO THE 

OVERLAY DISTRICT. 



THE HISTORICAL COMMISSION IS TASKED WITH 
IDENTIFYING THE PROPERTIES AND PROPERTY OWNERS.

ADVISING BOTH PROPERTY OWNERS AND THE BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS OF EXTERIOR ALTERATIONS, PROPOSED 

CHANGES IN USE AND/OR THE DEMOLITION OF THESE 
PROPERTIES.

THE HISTORICAL COMMISSION IS RESPONSIBLE FOR 
MAINTAINING AND PUBLISHING THE HISTORICAL RESOURCE 

INVENTORY LIST. 



ADVANTAGES OF HAVING YOUR PROPERTY 
INCLUDED ON THE HISTORICAL RESOURCE 

INVENTORY LIST.

ANY USE PERMITTED IN THE UNDERLYING ZONING 
DISTRICT, TO INCLUDE LEGAL EXISTING NON-

CONFORMING USES.

A VARIETY OF USES THAT ARE PERMITTED BY WAY 
OF A SPECIAL EXCEPTION FROM THE SPRINGFIELD 

TOWNSHIP ZONING HEARING BOARD



THOSE USES INCLUDE

A BED & BREAKFAST
CULTURAL STUDIO

HOME OFFICE
ACADEMIC RESEARCH

FOOD PREP & CATERING
PERSONAL SERVICE BUSINESS

SMALL REPAIR SHOP/NO AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR
ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY

GALLERY MUSEUM OR ANTIQUE SHOP
ACCESSORY APARTMENT

CONVERSION TO MULTI FAMILY DWELLING



APPLICATION PROCEDURES FOR A SPECIAL EXCEPTION.

SUBMIT A COMPLETED ZONING HEARING BOARD APPLICATION.
INCLUDE THE NAME, ADDRESS AND CONTACT INFORMATION OF THE 

OWNER OF RECORD & THE APPLICANT.
SUBMIT A SET OF RECENT PHOTOS OF THE PROPERTY INVOLVED IN THE 

APPLICATION.
A DETAILED NARRATIVE OF THE PROPOSED USE OR CHANGE.

A DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED PHYSICAL ALTERATIONS TO THE 
PROPERTY.

PROPOSED MODIFICATIONS TO THE ON-SITE PARKING IF REQUIRED.
A HISTORICAL RESOURCE IMPACT STUDY IF LAND DEVELOPMENT IS 

PROPOSED FOR THE PROPERTY.
THIS APPLICATION PACKET IS REQUIRED TO INCLUDE A COPY OF THE 
CURRENT DEED FOR THE PARCEL AND CAN BE SUBMITTED TO THE 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICE.



CRITERIA FOR APPROVAL

THE MAIN OBJECTIVE IS TO CLEARLY DETAIL HOW THE PROPOSED USE OR 
ALTERATION WOULD NOT JEOPARDIZE THE HISTORICAL RESOURCE.

PROVIDE TESTIMONY THAT THE PROPOSED ALTERATION OR USE WILL NOT 
DETRIMENTALLY EFFECT THE SURROUNDING PROPERTIES.

PROVIDE DETAILS OUTLINING HOW THE INTEGRITY OF THE HISTORICAL 
RESOURCE WILL BE MAINTAINED THRU TRAFFIC CONTROLS, ON-SITE PARKING, 

LANDSCAPE BUFFERS AND APPROPRIATE SIGNAGE.

IF STRUCTURAL ALTERATIONS ARE PROPOSED, PROVIDE DETAIL ON PROPOSED 
RENOVATION AND OFFER PROOF THAT THE CHARACTER OF THE 

DISTINGUISHING RESOURCE OF THE HOME OR PROPERTY WILL BE MAINTAINED.

PROVIDE THE HISTORICAL COMMISSION, ZONING HEARING BOARD AND THE 
BOARD OR COMMISSIONERS AS MUCH INFORMATION ON THE PROPOSED 

CHANGE OF USE OR EXTERIOR ALTERATION AS POSSIBLE.



THE FOCUS IS ON PRESERVING SPRINGFIELD'S HISTORIC 
HOMES AND OUT BUILDINGS.

OFFERING ALTERATIVE USES TO THE PROPERTY OWNERS IN 
THE HOPE OF OFFSETTING THE SUBDIVISION OF THESE 

PROPERTIES AND/OR DEMOLITION OF THESE CHERISHED 
STRUCTURES.

TO PROTECT THE SURROUNDING RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES 
BY INCREASING THE DENSITY OF LANDSCAPED BUFFER, 

OFFERING LIMITED HOURS OF OPERATION FOR THE 
PROPOSED ALTERNATIVE USES AND ALLOWING LIMITED 

SIGNAGE FOR THESE NON-RESIDENTIAL USES.



IF YOU ELECT TO HAVE YOUR PROPERTY INCLUDED ON THE 
SPRINGFIELD TOWNSHIP HISTORICAL RESOURCE INVENTORY LISTING 

AND EXTERIOR ALTERATIONS ARE PROPOSED THE FOLLOWING 
PROCEDURE MUST BE FOLLOWED.

A PERMIT MUST BE SUBMITTED FOR REVIEW.

THE TOWNSHIP WILL HAVE 15 DAYS TO DETERMINE IF THE APPLICATION 
IS COMPLETE.

THE HISTORICAL COMMISSION WILL REVIEW THE APPLICATION WITHIN 
30 DAYS FROM RECEIPT OF THE APPLICATION.  THIS REVIEW WILL BE 

COMPLETED AT A PUBLIC MEETING

THE HISTORICAL COMMISSION SHALL MAKE A RECOMMENDATION TO 
THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS WITHIN 60 DAYS.



IF APPROVED, THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICE WILL 
ISSUE THE PERMIT AND CONDUCT THE REQUIRED 

INSPECTIONS AS THEY WOULD WITH ANY OTHER APPROVED 
BUILDING PERMIT.

PLEASE BE AWARE THAT ZONING HEARING BOARD 
APPROVALS {THE SPECIAL EXCEPTION} STAY WITH THE 
PROPERTY FOR THE LIFE OF THE USE OR STRUCTURE.

WE WOULD TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO THANK YOU AGAIN 
FOR THE TIME YOU HAVE COMMITTED TO THIS 

PRESENTATION. 




